Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

July 5, 2005

Present: Rich Quelch, Peter Harvey, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Jack Russell, Gary Root and Rhonda Shippee.

Non-member attendant: Dot Naylor

Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 


Jack welcomed us back, after not meeting for over one month.

Transportation Sub-Committee Report


Denise reported that our last meeting was not held, due to the lack of attendance. Scott and Rich reported that individual progress had been made and that the Zoning Regulation portion of our goal had been completed. Jack reminded the Sub-Committee of our deadlines. The next step is to review the Town Plan and to begin the comparison between the two documents. Section 6.14 in reference to “Roads”, under the subdivision review of the Zoning regulations, was pointed out and briefly discussed.

Telecommunication Amendment Report


Scott reports that he and Rhonda had begun discussion but, to this date, do not have progress to report.

Zoning Administrator Questions

1) Zoning poster

Members of the Planning Commission reviewed the example of Dot’s new Zoning Poster. It was accepted by the members, with the expectation of increasing the size to 11” X 17”.

2) Permit application

Dot gave all members one copy of two permit applications, one of which was from the town of Morristown. Dot asked us to review the documents for future discussion. From these two examples, discussion was generated and several additional questions arose:

a) What information are we looking for?

b) How do we improve the current process?

c) Should chart, showing process due to desire, be attached?

d) Are the questions relevant for all permit requests?

e) Should a map be required for each application?

3) Zoning Regulations question (3.8 B)

Dot asked the Planning Commission what the difference are between 3.8 B 3 and 3.8 B 4. Dot asked for an example.

Rhonda responded, by giving an example to 3.8 B 3. Rhonda’s example included the construction of a back porch on a non-conforming lot. In the example, the lot is non-conforming because the structure is too close to the road. Dot was satisfied with Rhonda’s answer.

4) Land lock policy

Dot had asked for a copy of a policy describing right-of-ways to land lock properties. Scott provided a copy of the policy to Dot and offered a copy to each member. Scott also intends to have a copy located on the Town of Calais Web site. Scott also mentioned that the policy should be updated at a later date.

From this discussion, the question was asked whether this policy was something that needed to be considered during the Transportation review. Rhonda noted that the policy in reference is only used for minimal instances prior to the passing of our current Zoning Regulations. Therefore, the Transportation Sub-Committee should mainly focus on Section 6.14 of the Zoning Regulations.

5) Policy question in reference to permit violations

Dot asked a general question about enforcing penalties for violations of

granted permits, rather then allowing for a second permit to be applied for. General discussion was generated, giving examples of specific scenarios, but no decision was requested or made.

6) Fees for additional advise/services

Dot asked where it is stated that an individual will be responsible for the services of additional consulting, if it is required for a permit or variance. Rhonda pointed out that the fees were located on the application; just bellow the outlined fee structure.

Minutes Review


Scott discussed that a note should be added to the end of the June 7th meeting minutes, explaining the cancellation of the June 21st meeting. 

Rhonda moved to accept the minutes of the June 7th meeting, with the amendment Scott suggested. Motion seconded by Scott. The motion was voted on by voice and accepted by all present members (7-0-0).

Meeting adjourned at 8:30

