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SELECTBOARD MEETING

September 27, 2004








7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Greg Pelchuck, Davis Cherington, Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, State Representative Heather Shouldice (I), Dot Naylor, Donna Fitch, John McCullough, Bill Powell, Bill Porter, Rhonda Shippee, Jonathan Lange and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the September 13th Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan offered the following addition to the beginning paragraph on page 2, line 6 as follows: they signed the letter noting their dissent on item 2B.  Nedene Martin offered the following addition on page 1, paragraph 3 the last sentence should read as follows: Nedene says she thinks we’re not paying Rose enough and shouldn’t underpay another person just to be consistent.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes as written with the above two amendments.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Office Building Committee – John McCullough reported with the final application for payment (#9) to Blue Ridge Construction in the amount of $19,659.00, the contractual obligations between the Town and Blue Ridge are now complete.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the final payment to Blue Ridge Construction in the amount of $19,659.00.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

John also noted the generator has been installed.  Donna Fitch said plans are well underway for the Open House this Saturday, October 2, 2004 from 10:00am to 3:00pm with the ribbon cutting planned for 11:00am.   Donna will buy a ribbon that will be cut by the Selectboard members and Eva Morse, Town Clerk.  The Selectboard reviewed a DRAFT Policy relating to the use of the Town Office Building.  The Selectboard agreed to the language contained therein with three changes as follows:

· Committees/Commissions using the building will be limited to no more than 16 people

· Keys will only be given to the Town Clerk, Selectboard members and the Emergency Management Coordinator

· No pets allowed with the exception of guide dogs or other service animals

Paul Hannan made a motion to adopt the DRAFT Policy relating to the use of the Town Office Building with the above three changes.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Road Cut Access Permit – The Selectboard reviewed an application from Ehren Miller-Noguerra for an access on 2306 Bliss Road.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the application with the condition the applicant install a 15” culvert 5’ from the edge of the road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Task Force on Calais Dams – Davis Cherington, Chair, reported on the progress the Task Force has made in the last seven meetings, field site visits, telephone calls to ANR and countless hours of work by the seven-member Task Force.  Davis noted Curtis Pond and Curtis Pond Dam are unique among Calais dams and does not feel action or inaction will set a precedent.  The “political air” is charged among Task Force members.  The Task Force on Calais Dams presented the Selectboard a letter dated August 4, 2004 requesting legal opinion and funds to pay for it.  Davis Cherington noted two conflicting opinions from Paul Giuliani regarding the Town’s liability, one from the Selectboard October 13, 2003 Meeting Minutes and the second in an e-mail from Paul Giuliani to Denise Wheeler dated August 5, 2004.  The second request from the Task Force is for the Selectboard to review the report Repairs to Curtis Pond Dam, Calais, VT, Alternatives Appraisal by Root Engineering from Springfield, VT.  Bob Withey, Selectboard Chair, encouraged Davis to keep in touch with Paul Hannan.


Proposed New Zoning Regulations – Jonathan Lange, Planning Commission Chair, presented the Selectboard with a letter dated 9/22/04 RE: Changes Recommended by Regional Planning and another document titled “A”.  Jonathan emphasized a great sense of urgency to finish the review of these proposed regulations by October 11, 2004 in order to have time to hold public hearings, etc.  He encouraged the Selectboard to stick to the essential issues, with the ability to discern and to slide by some things.  The voters have to vote on the new zoning regulations before March 16, 2005.  Jonathan went on to explain the changes shown in document “A” are mandated by Act 115, are fairly straightforward and require a revision of wording of the March 2, 2004 document.  The Selectboard is in general agreement to make all the changes in the document titled “A” created by Act 115 and recommended by the CVRPC.  The Planning Commission recommends omitting the following:  on page 20, Table 2.4 (E) District Standards #2.  Nedene Martin made a motion to eliminate #2 as recommended by the Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  On page 38, Section 4.7 Historic Barn Reuse (B) line one, the Selectboard agreed to change the word “shall” to “may” as recommended by the Planning Commission.  The Selectboard agreed to hold a Special Meeting on Thursday, September 30th to continue working on the proposed new zoning regulations and to process the Road Commissioner’s Orders.

Historic Kent’s Corner – At the September 13th Selectboard Meeting, David Schutz presented the Selectboard with a draft letter urging the Governor and legislature to appropriate enough money for the Kent Museum to be able to open it’s doors. The Selectboard reviewed the letter as presented.  Discussion ensued.  Calais State Representative Heather Shouldice (I) reported on two occasions last year the Governor and some Legislators wanted to come to Kent’s Corner and the committee didn’t follow through with dates for them to visit the area.  Randy Fitch made a motion to send the letter as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices as per usual protocol.  The Selectboard inadvertently didn’t have the Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day.  Those Orders will be completed at the September 30, 2004 special meeting.

Other Business – Rose Pelchuck will pay the website registration fee for the domain name since Nedene Martin does not have the proper access.  (Rose is the registered business contact.)  The Selectboard agreed to reimburse Rose the $125.00 cost since it has to be paid by credit card.

The Dedication Ceremony for the new plaque honoring Calais veterans will be held this Sunday, October 3, 2004 at 12noon at Memorial Hall in North Calais.  Pie and coffee will be served and all are invited to attend.

Bob Withey will post notices in the usual locations warning the Special Meeting on Thursday, September 30, 2004 at 7pm.

Paul Hannan made a motion to adjourn at 9:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Recording Secretary

