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SELECTBOARD SPECIAL MEETING

Approved Minutes
August 25, 2009






                          7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Anne Winchester (via speaker phone), Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, John Audy, Toby Talbot, Joel Page, John Connor, Steve Connor, John Hull, Ty Rolland, Kilee Rolland, Joshua Rolland, Dan Voisin, Seth Pitkin, Jessica Bulova and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Denise Wheeler, Vice Chair, called this Special Meeting of the Calais Selectboard to order for the purpose of discussing and voting on some items in reference to the new EMFD Emergency Services Facility in East Montpelier village.  Introductions were made.  Opening remarks were given by Scott Bassage including praise to all involved in this process, the level of dedication and skill of these volunteers.  “This is an important place in the road and I have learned a lot,” Scott said.


Update from Building Team – John Connor, Construction Manager, provided an update of the project status.  Site selection is the John Hull property on Route 2.  The site plan is done and conditional use review (and hopefully approval) is scheduled for next week.  Phase 1 Environmental Study is complete.  The revote to change the location of the building from Route 14 WEC site to this Route 2 location will be warned very soon in both Calais and East Montpelier.  The vote is scheduled for September 29, 2009.  Bid work is being done by the architects, Scott & Partners, Joel Page was present this evening.  The Proposed Project Schedule Design through Start of Construction timeline was reviewed as well as the Design Development Floor Plan.  Groundbreaking target is mid-November.  A building permit from the State Department of Labor & Industry will be obtained and takes about three weeks to get.  DeWolfe Engineering Associates is coordinating the structural and civil engineering work.  Lamberton Electric is the electrical engineer and contractor.  John Connor reported the next seven to eight weeks will be working full bore on this project and there is still a lot of environmental work to do.


Phase 1 Environmental Study Report – Dan Voisin, Project Geoscientist at Stone Environmental Inc., reported the Phase 1 study is complete.  This included interviews, researching land records and database historical records related to the site.  No samples or analysis was done.  This site had been in agricultural use and the report includes some recommendations related to pesticides and fertilizers that were used on the site.  Water testing will be done after the well is drilled.  This site is located downstream from five sites, three of which are hazardous (Dudley’s, Durward Lamb and Washington Electric Co-op properties); therefore, potential hazards to this site are from off-site.  Stone Environmental recommends going forward with the Phase 2 study to determine if contaminants are migrating on to this property.  The cost of Phase 1-$2,200.00 and the cost of Phase 2 -$30,000.00 were discussed.  In a Memo from Dan Voisin to the Selectboard dated August 25, 2009 three Pathways to Success were outlined to pay for the environmental studies, what liability can be expected if any based on which pathway is chosen and timeline for each option.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  


John Brabant made a motion to choose Pathway 2 as detailed in Dan Voisin’s Memo (Municipally Funded Phase I/II ESA with BRELLA participation) by applying to BRELLA program; furthermore all data collected is owned by the Towns of Calais and East Montpelier and East Montpelier Fire Department and if Mr. Hull desires to use any of this information, reimbursement from Mr. Hull is expected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Note: The East Montpelier Selectboard approved going forward with Phase 2 study as well.


Motion to Proceed – Cy Lamberton made a motion to proceed with architectural, mechanical, civil, structural, electrical engineering and sprinkler design work and permitting for this project concurrently with the Phase 2 Environmental Study.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Warning for Special Town Vote – Scott Bassage made a motion to ask Town Clerk, Eva Morse, to warn a special town vote for Tuesday, September 29, 2009 on the change of location for the EMFD Emergency Services Facility as soon as possible in coordination with the Town of East Montpelier.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Formal Approval of Memorandum of Understanding re: Real Estate Purchase – Scott Bassage made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:15pm for the purpose of negotiating of real estate purchase options.  Scott asked that Selectboard staff and persons whose information is needed be included in the executive session.  Within the law, the only binding actions that may be taken in executive session are those related to securing real estate options.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Scott Bassage made a motion to resume regular session at 8:40pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler discussed the Memorandum of Understanding with the Town of East Montpelier and current landowner.  John Brabant made a motion noting the Calais Selectboard hereby agrees and approves the Memorandum of Understanding between John Hull/Hasland, LLC (Seller), and the Town of East Montpelier, Vermont (Purchaser) with respect to the acquisition by the Purchaser from the Seller of a vacant 1.52 acre parcel of land, located on US Route 2 in the Town of East Montpelier as amended and approved by the East Montpelier Selectboard on August 17, 2009.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Anne Winchester made a motion to hire at the Town’s expense Joe McLean, Esq. to perform a limited review of the Draft Interlocal Agreement for the new emergency services building, the Memorandum of Understanding referred to above and other items pertaining to ownership of the new emergency services facility.  Point of clarification was made to make sure this is from an independent legal standpoint and that Calais’ interests are protected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

In closing, Denise Wheeler thanked everyone for attending this Special Selectboard Meeting this evening.  John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

