
Calais Planning Commission

Public Meeting Minutes

February 19, 2008

Members Present: Melanie Kehne, Jack Russell, Gary Root, John McCullough, Scott Bassage, Rhonda Shippee and Rich Quelch. 

Attendants: Cy Lamberton, Conrad Smith, Tina Bielenberg, Alice Blachly, Phil Tonks, Reed Cherington, Merrill Legare, Eric Sorenson, and David Hinton.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 


Location: Calais Elementary School 

Presentation


Presentation delivered by Jack Russell. Presentation presented by Scott Bassage and Rich Quelch, with the use of two independent projectors.

Public Comments and Questions

· You can’t do anything unless you do something about the roads.

· Why not build roads?

· How about another village district in the center of town? Did you consider a new Village District in Gospel Hollow?

· How can the town support feasible agriculture?

· Can’t find reliable workers

· Only way to make money is to retail yourself

·  Grand Views Winery – can grow a lot of fruit for wine but doesn’t meet definition of farm under state regulations. Encourage people to farm on small scale without a lot of hassle.

· 50 – 100 acres

66 property owners
25% of the land

· 7100 acres

65 property owners
58% of the land

=
131 property owners
83% of the land



64% is in current use – new zoning might not accomplish goals 

·  Strong advocate of PRD’s. Concerned about curb cuts.

· Consider compensation for taking away the right to create more lots. 

· What can the town really do to minimize development?

· Encourage condos and apartments. Tend to be more affordable.

· People need to be educated.

· Wouldn’t more municipal services be needed, such as police, fire, public sewer and public water?

· Opening ancient roads/more development

· Ancient roads recognized by towns can be walking trials – not just driving roads. Ancient roads need to be identified and discussed.

· How about efforts to protect scenic lands? And scenic corridors? WEC has a policy to place more poles close to roadside.

· Encourage the use of conservation easements as a conservation tool.

· Cut down on need to use cars. Park and ride needed. Develop in villages.

·  Allow denser development in village.

· Village with suburb around it. Leave outer band undeveloped.

· In France, there are tight villages with open land all around to make it attractive.

· Protect land around village. Public water and septic solution needed.

· Take current zoning and just expand village district. 

· Create parks to make villages appealing. More stores in village are needed.

· Reduce use of cars. Small stores only.

· Office Center needed – photocopiers, internet access, coffee shop

· East Calais used to have two grocery stores and a hardware store. 

· Keep housing affordable. Some places use high permit costs and active building   inspectors. 

· Educate people – use good graphics to help people visualize PRDs. Put Resource map in town plan.

Meeting  adjourned at 9:00     




Minutes recorded by Melanie Kehne










Minutes typed by Rich Quelch


