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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

September 13, 2010    







             7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Mike Garand, Scott Bassage, Peter Harvey, Peter Bankart, Candice Shaffer, Stephanie Kaplan, Rick DeWolfe and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the August 23rd Meeting Minutes - postponed review and approval until the next meeting.


Approval of the August 30th Meeting Minutes - postponed review and approval until the next meeting.


Approval of the Resolution from Southworth-Milton re: new loader – The Selectboard reviewed the lease to purchase paperwork for the Caterpillar front-end wheel loader from Southworth-Milton dealership in Richmond.  Mike Garand and Alfred Larrabee visited Harvest Equipment John Deere dealership, C.R. Woods Volvo dealership and Southworth-Milton Caterpillar dealership.  It was decided to lease purchase the Caterpillar loader.  After careful review, it appeared the paperwork does not say the town would own the equipment at the end of the lease.  This will have to be corrected prior to signing by the Selectboard.


Vermont Municipal Employees Retirement System – The Selectboard considered which plan under the VMERS to choose to offer town employees.  All benefits the town offers to our employees were discussed.  Benefits offered by some area towns were reviewed as well.  Scott Bassage offered to call some other municipalities to see what benefits they offer.  The Selectboard will devise a benefit package proposal and Denise Wheeler will ask the Road Commissioner to come up with a benefits proposal.  Denise Wheeler will contact Eva Morse, Town Clerk, to obtain contact information about the defined contribution plan through National Life.  


Beaver Control and Best Management Practices – Denise Wheeler reported the beaver dam and debris in front of the culvert on Singleton Road near Pekin Brook Road has been cleared.  Candice Shaffer and Stephanie Kaplan, Conservation Commission members, offered information from ANR and other entities about controlling beavers.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  Denise Wheeler said the ultimate goal is to come up with a plan for Alfred Larrabee, Road Commissioner, to follow to control beavers in town.  Although private landowners can hire trappers or call the Department of Fish & Wildlife for help with beavers on their land, the town has a responsibility to have a policy outlining the process for dealing with beavers, according to John Brabant.  Scott Bassage suggested patrolling culverts in town and clearing anything obvious blocking the culverts and to stay on top of it.  Candice and Stephanie will take the information from tonight’s meeting back to the Conservation Commission, encourage review of the town’s culvert inventory and discuss drafting a policy for beaver control and best practices.


Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District – Denise Wheeler has asked Bill Powell, town rep on the board, for an update at the next meeting.


Joint Meeting of the Selectboard and School Board – The Selectboard agreed to meet on Tuesday, November 2, 2010 at 7:00pm at Calais Elementary School.

Joint Meeting of the Various Boards, Committees and Commissions – The Selectboard will invite the various town boards, committees and commissions to a potluck dinner on Wednesday, October 27th at 6:00pm followed by a general discussion of what they are working on and how to better collaborate/communicate.

Joint Meeting of the Calais and East Montpelier Selectboards – Both Selectboards will meet tomorrow, Tuesday, September 14, 2010 at 7:00pm at the new EMFD Emergency Services Facility to discuss items relating to the new facility.

Tentative Agenda for the September 27th Meeting

· CVSWMD Update from Bill Powell
· Scrap metal collection on October 23rd
· Town employees benefits package
· Town invoices and Orders of the Day
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

