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SELECTBOARD MEETING

August 28, 2006







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Rik Dryfoos, Eva Gumprecht, Barbara Weedon, Don Singleton, Dan Weston and son, Paul Gillies and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the August 14th Meeting Minutes – Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  Nedene Martin abstained from the vote.  John Brabant arrived just after this agenda item.


Discussion with Adamant Residents re: WEC Right-of-Way Clearing & Calais Road Maintenance Policies – Barbara Weedon and Eva Gumprecht spoke to this agenda item in response to the recent 30 foot clear cut by Washington Electric Co-op for power service to a new house on Adamant Road.  Barbara Weedon would like something positive to come out of this experience, possibly to save some trees in other areas.  Eva Gumprecht noted the shock and surprise she and many area residents felt from the scope of the clear cut and thought that if the community had been informed prior to the work in the Town right-of-way, the end result wouldn’t have been such a shock.  Rik Dryfoos, the landowner for whom the power is intended, reported mixed feelings understanding WEC work and this being the cleanest, best solution.  Rik said area residents have talked about ways to plant in the right-of-way and cut away dead pine brush to improve the looks of the area.  Dan Weston, representing Washington Electric Co-op, noted the legal obligation to serve customers in a timely manner or WEC can face penalties under the law.  WEC technicians make an effort to contact adjacent landowners to notify them of the right-of-way clearing in advance.  In this instance, underground service was not an option due to the ledge.  Public utilities have legal permission to work in any municipal right-of-way after local permits are obtained and in this case, the Selectboard granted that permission.  Standard utility practice is to trim to 30 feet.  In this case, the Town lost the “canopy effect” on Adamant Road, which Dan Weston said was the best design in this case.  Dan brought up the bigger question of how to better address the aesthetic impact of a clear cut.  WEC Policy 80 pertains to each employee’s responsibility to look at the aesthetic impact of a project.  Barbara Weedon then brought up having a road policy to keep roads at current widths and to preserve the tree canopy in other areas of town.  Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, said some people want wider roads and some want narrower roads.  After nearly 50 minutes of discussion on this item, Paul Hannan asked that further discussion on this agenda item continue at the regular meeting on Monday, September 25, 2006.


Curtis Pond Dam Update on Legal Issues – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into executive session with attorney, Paul Gillies, for the purpose of discussing a possible legal action, and find that premature public knowledge would place the municipality at a substantial disadvantage.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Nedene Martin made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan reported the Selectboard agreed to have certain questions relating to Curtis Pond Dam put before the voters by Australian ballot.  Denise Wheeler made a motion authorizing the Selectboard to hold a Special Town Meeting on Monday, October 2, 2006 to ask the town if we should vote by Australian ballot on all questions relating to the Curtis Pond Dam and hear opinion from the townspeople about the proposed questions.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan stated the Selectboard needs the permission of the voters to hold an Australian ballot item.  Then a public hearing will be held to allow the public to discuss replacing/repairing/rebuilding the Curtis Pond Dam.  Paul Gillies Esq., representing the Town, noted the special Town Meeting would be opened by the Town Moderator in the usual fashion.


Contracts for EMFD Architects & Engineering Services – The Selectboard reviewed the contract for architectural and engineering services for Phase 1 of the project.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the contracts for Scott & Partners Architects and DeWolfe Engineering Associates as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Right-of-Way Encroachment Discussion – Nedene Martin clarified for the record the fact that two abandoned vehicles that were located in the Town’s right-of-way are the only encroachment actions taken in the recent past.  Nedene Martin provided copies to the Selectboard members of the only two Town ordinances relating to vehicles and parking.  Further discussion on this issue will continue.


Other Business

· In a recent conversation with Ernie Englehardt, District 6 Engineer, John Brabant reported the State is assessing the property for sand and gravel resources; not even knowing they owned land on Route 14 in Calais. 

· Dot Naylor read a letter to Peter Harvey to clarify his writings as his own and not the official meeting minutes.  John Brabant made a motion to have Peter Harvey make it clear these notes are his thoughts and not the town’s official minutes.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Heather Shouldice abstained from the vote.  Paul Hannan reiterated to Peter that it would be really helpful for us to have you put a stronger disclaimer on your notes.

· Paul Hannan reported future updates from committees/appointees would be suspended for the next meeting since there seems to be a lot on the agenda.

· Red Cross Survey and Contract for Calais Elementary School- Paul will check with Toby Talbot to see if he has made progress.

Tentative Agenda Items for the September 11th Meeting

· Curb cut permit application from Helen Golon on Collar Hill Road
· Speed limit issues in Town
· Red Cross Survey and Contract
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:25pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

