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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

November 12, 2007






  7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, John Connor, Marge Garfield, Reed Cherington, and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the October 15th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made some changes.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of the October 29th Meeting Minutes – Anne Winchester noted the misspelling of Douglas Newton’s name.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Curb Cut Access Permit – The Selectboard reviewed the application from John & Patty Connor for a curb cut permit on Nelson Pond Road for a property owned by Carolyn Silsby. The Connor’s are interested in purchasing the property after obtaining the necessary permits to build a single-family seasonal camp. The Connor’s will appear before the Development Review Board November 13, 2007.  The Selectboard requested further information from the applicant and will await response from the DRB.  To be continued at the next Selectboard meeting.


Briefing from Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) – Marge Garfield, CART Coordinator, along with a committee, has been researching and mapping ancient roads in town.  Marge reported that in June they found the first 28 roads laid out by the Calais Selectboard in 1799.  In September, the research group located the first 26 road surveys recorded between 1807 and 1810.  This information has been passed to the mapping crew for plotting.  So far, the team has identified only one major through road that is not on the current town highway map, but have not yet documented whether it was ever discontinued.  To date, 54 road descriptions have been found and analyzed; five roads of 24 have been final-plotted thus far and $423.00 has been spent out of the $4500.00 grant.  Marge noted the process is very time-consuming, takes much longer than the defined task of finding the road records but finds the project fascinating nonetheless.  The Selectboard expressed immense gratitude to Marge Garfield and the CART committee for their work on behalf of the Town.  


Bid Opening for Old Town Truck – The Selectboard opened the sealed bids to purchase the Ford F550 used town truck.  The obvious high bidder was Joe Perreault who bid $6,700.00 for the truck, which will be sold “as is”.  John Brabant will notify Don Singleton to finalize the sale.


Conflict of Interest Policy – Denise Wheeler is still working on this.  Further discussion and possible action will continue at the next meeting.


Animal Nuisance Control Ordinance – At the October 15th meeting, Nedene Martin provided a copy of the Town of Waitsfield Dog Ordinance dated April 1989 to look at as a model for updating the Town’s ordinance.  Wilson Hughes, Second Constable, and Carla Straight offered to assist in the effort.  Nedene Martin suggested putting this item on the next agenda.


Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Application, Permit to Construct & Permit Revisions – The Selectboard reviewed the proposed changes as presented by Anne Winchester.  Anne outlined the changes and proposed new language.  Some suggestions were made and Anne will incorporate the changes into the next draft.  The process for adopting a new ordinance is as follows:

The Selectboard adopts the new ordinance by a majority vote, it is duly recorded in the minutes, post a Warning in various locations around Town, publish the ordinance or summary of changes in the newspaper within 14 days of adoption, if no people contest it, the ordinance goes into effect in 60 days.  Anne will draft a summary for the newspaper publication.  Further action will be continued at the next meeting.

Various Brief Updates:

- Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant had nothing to report.

- AOT Grant funding for Lightening Ridge Road – Anne Winchester contacted Doug Newton, District 6 Technician, to say the Town will accept the $44,000.00 grant.  Doug will send something by mail to confirm the transaction.

- FEMA Pre-disaster mitigation grant letter of intent – Denise Wheeler discovered FEMA funds for restoration of the Curtis Pond Dam might be available through the Predisaster Mitigation Program (75% federal, 25% town).  The letter of intent deadline is November 19, 2007 and Denise is working with Ray Doherty from Vermont Emergency Management Agency to formulate a letter of intent.  John Brabant made a motion to authorize Denise Wheeler to draft the letter of intent, have Paul Hannan review the letter and authorize Denise Wheeler to sign and deliver the letter on or before November 19, 2007.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

- North Calais woodshed in Town right-of-way – Denise Wheeler contacted Michael Fullerton regarding the location of his woodshed and he will measure the distance from the centerline of the road to the woodshed to see if it is in the Town’s right-of-way or not (continued for the next meeting).

- Changes to the Zoning Bylaws – Anne Winchester reported the Planning Commission held a public hearing and will provide the proposed changes to the Selectboard hopefully soon so the Selectboard can review them and schedule public hearings.

- Dubois & King engineering services grant opportunity – Paul Hannan remarked we have enough engineering information from them on the Curtis Pond Dam and perhaps they can work on designing a bike path.  Anne Winchester spoke to Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, who suggested waiting until the final report on the Build Out Analysis to make any decisions about this grant opportunity.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 9:27 pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 10:08 pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues except that the Raymond Foster issues are complete.

Other Business 

· There is one vacancy on the Conservation Commission and Selectboard members came up with two possible people to contact.

· Whereas Jeffery Sayers, longtime East Calais resident, passed away last Monday, November 5, 2007,         Whereas, we knew Jeff as an intelligent, warm and conscientious member of the Calais community,                          Be it resolved, the Calais Selectboard expresses deep sadness at the passing of Jeffery Sayers of East Calais and extends condolences to Jeff’s family and friends, noting his presence will be missed.                                          John Brabant made a motion to approve this resolution in honor of Jeffery Sayers.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Tentative Agenda for the November 26th Meeting

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day
· Curb cut application from John & Patty Connor
· Conflict of Interest Policy
· Animal Nuisance Control Ordinance revisions
· Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance revisions
· North Calais woodshed issue
· VAST Trail request from Jason Fielder
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 10:15pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary

