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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

July 30, 2007






             
                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Barbara Noordsij, David Blythe, Bob Shaffer, Toby Talbot, Morris Root and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the July 9th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Interview for DRB Vacancies – The Selectboard interviewed Bob Shaffer for a vacancy on the DRB.  Although Bob is new in town, he has experience having served on the Waitsfield Zoning Board.  Bob is an attorney and generally available to attend meetings but does travel some for his job.  As discussed at the last Selectboard meeting, Toby Talbot is also interested in serving on the DRB but due to his commitment to the EMFD on Tuesday nights; he would only be available to serve in the DRB Alternate position.  The Selectboard made no decisions on these appointments this evening.


Curtis Pond Dam Engineering Report from Root Engineering – Morris Root, Root Engineering, was welcomed by the Selectboard to discuss the process of moving forward to obtain a State Dam Permit for reconstruction and/or replacement of the Curtis Pond Dam.  Morris thanked the Selectboard for their patience in obtaining the final report.  In the course of completing the final report, one needs to have approval from the State Dam Safety Engineer (Bob Finucane), Agency of Natural Resources re: wetlands protection, US Army Corp of Engineers and State Historic Preservation (Nancy Boone).  Morris is planning to have an onsite meeting with the three State agencies named above in about three weeks.  Morris Root noted the Selectboard needs to iron out who owns the dam before the permit application goes to the State.  Morris Root asked Bob Finucane to look through the State records to see if there is a survey of the property where a temporary dam would be located.  If no survey is found, the Selectboard agreed to authorize $1,000.00 to $2,000.00 for a property survey of the land where a temporary dam would be located using State appropriated funds.  Morris Root would hire a surveyor he frequently uses accustomed to doing this type of work.  Morris will have final plans and a cost estimate for the Selectboard by the end of August 2007.


Incident Command Training for the Selectboard – Toby Talbot, Emergency Plan Coordinator, recently attended an emergency management training session where they stressed that more than one person needs to have incident command training in the event of an emergency.  The Town’s Emergency Plan states the elected officials (Selectboard) are in charge in the event of an emergency in town.  The ICS training is available on-line or training sessions happen about every six months.  Toby will keep an eye open for the next in person training session and notify Paul Hannan.  You can also check the FEMA website.


Final Report of the Sewage Officer from Toby Talbot – The Selectboard received a list of sewage permits issued from November 2001 through June 2007, 95 permits in all, which is on file at the Town Office.  The State of Vermont Agency of Natural Resources took over issuing sewage permits July 1, 2007.  Toby informed the Selectboard that it is incumbent on the applicant’s engineer to make sure everything is complete and correct before submitting the application to the State.  Toby wants the Selectboard to be aware this system is going to be difficult for applicants with the State administrative process tying up construction/building for upwards of three months.  

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.  Some questions were asked about things paid for in the last fiscal year (ending June 30th) versus things paid for this fiscal year (beginning July 1st).  Paul will clarify this with Eva.

Paul Hannan noted the Town sustained minimal road damage compared to surrounding towns in the recent torrential rainstorms since our roads were in such good shape to begin with.  Kudos to the Calais Road Crew!

FEMA Flood Plain Maps and Meeting – John Brabant attended the public hearing on 7/25/07 regarding the changes to the FEMA Flood Plains in Washington County.  John reported the information has minimal relevance to Calais as FEMA is relying on age-old data; we may have some minor changes but we are not in the area where FEMA was looking at.


Remaining Vacancies for Town Positions – The Selectboard has one vacancy on the Planning Commission and Denise Wheeler knows someone that might be interested.


Update on Design Review Guidelines – Peter Harvey, President Historic Preservation Commission, reported the draft document will be going to the Planning Commission for final review and then will be submitted to the Selectboard.


Other Business
· Road Crew salary adjustments recorded in the Minutes – Paul Hannan announced the Road Crew hourly wages beginning July 1, 2007 as follows: Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, $18.00; Alfred Larabee $15.44; Lloyd Dailey $15.44; Edward Rowell $15.44; and Robert Cutler $13.54.

· Letter from DRB re: McCullough Crushing, Inc. – The Selectboard discussed the letter from Kristina Bielenberg, Acting Chair and Alternate of the DRB, dated July 25, 2007 outlining their mechanism for surety for the reclamation process at the McCullough Crushing Gravel Pit in East Calais.  The DRB record in the case is closed and the DRB has not yet issued a decision.

· According to the Secretary of State’s Newsletter for July/August 2007 (page 9, number 30), the Town Clerk shall make public disclosure of fees kept as compensation for the fiscal year ending June 30th.  Nedene Martin hereby requests that information.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues.

Tentative Agenda for August 13th Meeting

· Class 4 Roads maintenance discussion

· Barbara Noordsij re: horse barn on County Road

· Woodbury Fire Department annual contract

· Use of Town highway right-of-way ordinance

· DRB appointments

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 10:35pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

