
Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

June 17, 2008

Present: Melanie Kehne, Jack Russell, Gary Root, Scott Bassage, Paul Ohlson, Jeremy Weiss, John McCullough, Rhonda Shippee and Rich Quelch. 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 

Review Design Guidelines


All of our suggestions were added or changed in the document. Not everyone received the revised version. Gary moved to accept the document on the condition that the document is reviewed one more time by John. Motion was seconded by Scott. All members were in favor.

Review what was received:


Vision - Yes


Housing - Yes


Recreation - No


Land Use - Yes

Land Use


Review Melanie’s section.

· Move the agriculture part from this section to Jeremy’s Agriculture section.

· Thoroughly discussed how this section should be used, written and changed.

· Break down and move some areas to the appropriate section

Each section should follow this structure:

· Introduction

· Current conditions 

· Issues (concerns) – if appropriate (between a rock and a hard place)

· Goals

· Actions 

· Regulator guidance and policy

Let’s be conscientious of who our listeners are and carefully choose our words. Let’s keep it simple.

Move to Transportation:

Accessibility

Any permanent land use development must have access to the existing town highway network of class 2 and 3 roads.  Areas that are inaccessible because of excessive slope or other topographic features are excluded from permanent development.  A developer receiving permission from the town to extend the road system in order to make inaccessible land accessible shall, at the developer's expense, build a road that is at least up to class 3 standards.  However, this policy shall not obligate the town to accept a developer's proposal to deed a road to the town.  As it has been for the last eleven years, it shall continue to be the policy of Calais not to accept new roads or to upgrade class 4 roads unless there is great benefit to the town from such action.  Ancient roads note here?  Curb cut note here?

· John will add a date to the Historic District Guidelines.

· Reference to build out analysis should be mention.

Housing

· Simplify current conditions.

· Senior housing separate goal.

· Numbered goals.

DRB – Jack attended DRB meeting


More clarification was asked of us in Zoning by the DRB. Jack encouraged all members to attend a meeting when they find a topic of interest. Process was impressive.

Sewage


Scott attended conference. Key word – capacity.  Onsite systems now are considered the best, as opposed to previous thinking. Worries - private hands and no one knows where they are or what the condition they are in. Warren - Private tanks but shared leach fields.

Meeting Minutes

Minutes from the June 3rd meeting were approved, without change, by voice vote. (9-0-0)

Meeting  adjourned at 9:15




Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch


