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SELECTBOARD MEETING

July 31, 2006







                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Cy Lamberton, Don Singleton, Bill Powell and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant

Actions:


Approval of the June 26th Meeting Minutes – Corrections offered as follows: paragraph four, line four, delete the letter “s” from responders; paragraph one, line three, correct spelling of Nick Emlen’s name.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the July 10th Meeting Minutes – Changes offered as follows: paragraph five, the third sentence amended to read: Nedene Martin made a motion to authorize the Zoning Administrator, Dorothy Naylor, to obtain legal services up to one hour per violation upon obtaining prior approval from Paul Hannan, Selectboard Chair.  On page two, delete the first sentence at the top of the page; f) second sentence amended to read: Paul Hannan is willing to share a handbook.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

 
Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Reappoint Road Commissioner & Update on Employee Salary/Benefits – Heather Shouldice reported she and John Brabant met with the Road Crew to discuss benefits, floating holidays, pay raises and the like.  Heather researched salary and benefits of road crews of six towns for comparison and is putting together a spreadsheet of the data.  The Selectboard agreed pay raises for the road crew would be retroactive to July 1st.  Don Singleton asked for the Selectboard support for his continued work for the town.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to reappoint Don Singleton, Road Commissioner.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan expressed personal thanks to Don Singleton and welcomes communication between the Selectboard and Road Commissioner anytime.


Roadside Mowing Contract for 2006 – The Town has received a price quote for roadside mowing from Calais resident, Doug Grout, in the amount of $4,300.00.  Back in May, the Town received an unsolicited quote from Augeri Contracting from West Danville to provide roadside mowing for  $55.00 per mile for one pass and $45.00 for a second pass per mile.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to contract with Doug Grout for roadside mowing this summer for $4,300.00 and have Don Singleton speak to John Augeri for additional boom mower services this year and have both parties submit bids to the Town for roadside mowing services by May 1, 2007.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Sign Note for New Town Truck – Paul Hannan explained this note to borrow funds was approved by the townspeople at Town Meeting Day.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to sign the note as approved at Town Meeting Day in the amount of $107,707.00.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Speed Limits on Town Roads – The Selectboard continued discussing the issue of speed limits on town roads and how to address the long-term ability to keep speed down.  The Selectboard decided to obtain further information on the subject.  Nedene Martin provided some handouts with regulations for the Selectboard to review.  


Contract for Historic Preservation Consultant – The Selectboard reviewed the contract to hire John Johnson from Marshfield to rewrite the Historic District Design Review Guidelines and asked several questions of Peter Harvey, Chair Historic Preservation Commission.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the professional services contract for rewriting the Design Review Guidelines as amended this evening.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Filling Vacancy on the Board of Civil Authority – Nedene Martin made a motion to accept the letter of resignation from Joan Harding from the Board of Civil Authority with sincere thanks for the many years of dedicated service to the Town.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0. Denise Wheeler reported the process for filing the vacancy.  


Delegate Update on Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District (CVSWMD) – Bill Powell provided an update to the Selectboard as our representative on the CVSWMD board.  Bill noted our status remains the same with the 22-town district.  The District seems quite distracted at present with the Barre depot situation.  CVSWMD has not renewed the Casella hauling contract and recently took possession of a truck for hauling recyclables.  Paul Hannan thanked Bill for coming this evening to provide the update.  


Set Tax Rate for 2006 Property Tax Bills – Heather Shouldice reported the respective tax rate figures necessary to generate the revenue to meet the expenditures of the highway and Selectboard budgets.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to establish the tax rates as follows (per $100.00 assessed value): town residential $0.74, town non-residential 0.74, school residential 2.2161, school non-residential 2.1818, total residential 2.9561 and total non-residential 2.9218.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Warrant for Delinquent Dog Licenses Letter – The Selectboard reviewed the letter and list of those individuals that have failed to license their dogs this year.  The warrant then gets forwarded to Fred Bushway, Pound Keeper and Dog Officer, for enforcement action.  Nedene Martin made a motion to sign the letter to adopt the warrant to enforce licensing fees for dogs.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  Denise Wheeler abstained from the vote.


Update Town Map Project – The Selectboard and Zoning Administrator, Dot Naylor, discussed the hours necessary to assist the contractor, RJ Turner Company, who is updating the town tax maps.  The Selectboard agreed to have Dot Naylor keep track of her hours and the Selectboard will then discuss compensating Dot for her time when the punch list is complete.


Other Business
a) Right-of-way encroachment update – Nedene Martin has met with Helen Golon on Collar Hill Road and reports Ms. Golon is not too pleased.  Ms. Golon does not have a car but would still like to have cars park in the same area (town right-of-way).  Ms. Golon noted a neighbor up the road seems to have cars in the right-of-way.  Heather Shouldice reported a car in Maple Corner was obstructing the travel lane of Kent Hill Road and she had a near miss with an oncoming vehicle.  Nedene Martin will go back to Collar Hill Road uphill and downhill from Helen Golon’s property to measure the right-of-way.  Nedene will also take some measurements on Kent Hill Road near the intersection of the County Road.

b) Cy Lamberton reported he has not seen the Selectboard Meeting Agenda posted in the East Calais Store.  Heather Shouldice will discuss this with Eddie Walbridge, the storeowner.  Cy was also receptive to receiving an agenda in the mail to view and then post at the store himself.

c) Joint meeting of the Calais and East Montpelier Selectboards has been moved to Monday, August 14, 2006 at 6:30pm at the Calais Town Hall with the East Montpelier Fire Department Building Committee.  The change had something to do with the East Montpelier Selectboard schedule.

d) Agency of Transportation sign-off form to receive State funding for the recent paving project in East Calais was reviewed by the Selectboard.  Heather Shouldice made a motion for the Selectboard to sign the AOT form for the reimbursement of funds totaling $31,504.00.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

e) Nedene Martin made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a zoning violation issue and legal matters regarding Curtis Pond Dam.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan reported the Selectboard is continuing with the zoning enforcement action and discussed a legal memo about the Curtis Pond Dam.

Tentative Agenda for the August 14th Meeting

· Joint meeting of the Calais & East Montpelier Selectboards beginning at 6:30pm, Calais Town Hall
· Red Cross survey and contract for Calais Elementary School
· Road crew salary/benefit update
· Website domain name annual registration fee
Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
