Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

January 17, 2006
Present: Rich Quelch, Peter Harvey, Jack Russell, Scott Bassage, Gary Root, Diane Konrady, Denise Wheeler and Anne Winchester.
Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm. 

Review of Selectboard comments (Zoning Regulation proposed changes)
(1/18/2006) Planning Commission’s notes, in response to the Selectboard’s questions and comments:

1) Section 3.8 (B), 2) and 3) – leave as is, for further noncompliance requires Zoning Administrator approval. Additionally, defining responsibilities throughout Zoning Regulations, would complicate and lengthen the document.

2) Section 4.11 (D) and (E) – added (D) Reserved,  and left (E) as is, for (E) is referenced throughout the document.

3) Section 4.11 (E), 2) – removed the word immediately
4) Section 3.2, (C) – added new between All and driveways.

Planning Commission Town Report
As a town we need to have sufficient information and systems to enable town officials, Calais Citizens and groups to make more effective and timely decisions to satisfy growth demands.  Recently, we have all seen the results of development pressure in East Montpelier. Our new “Land Use & Development Regulations” and the Zoning Administrator, on-going work to clarify and improve the Regulations and Town Plan, and coordination with other town commissions, Calais Selectboard, neighboring towns and Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission have definitely helped. However, three major challenges face us:
1. To identify a vision of where and how future growth occurs;

2. To acquire, share and apply information needed to make more effective decisions; and

3. To implement coordinating systems designed to make more timely decisions. 

The Planning Commission is already leading the way in this endeavor but encourages others to join the opportunity.


Wording of this short document was thoroughly discussed and Jack was empowered, by the members of the Planning Commission, to make the final changes. Jack will submit the final product to the members of the Planning Commission.
Priorities, goals, time line and who:
a. Future Growth

Performance based Zoning discussion. 

Different development approaches, based on location, soils, and infrastructure. 
Challenges:
· funding (grants)
· technology

· personnel
· different unknown factors
Continue to gather data and revisit this idea. In the mean time, continue making our current Zoning Districts more intelligent. Denise and Scott volunteered their time in working on this area.   

b. District Boundaries

i. Shoreland and village – Gary will look into his contacts, looking for recommendations, concerning drainage, pollution, and soils in within theses districts. Gary will report back to Jack and then approach the Conservation Commission.

ii. Criteria for changing boundaries - Scott
c. Transportation

i. Map – Peter and Rich
ii. Selectboard criteria

iii. Future growth (policy for building and accepting new roads)
d. Upgrading and clarifying TP, Zoning, Permit, Fees and Continuing SB issues: Peg Bowen comments regarding rights to develop pre-existing, non-conforming lots

Meeting Minutes were accepted for the meeting of December 3rd, by voice vote. (8-0-0) One spelling change will be made.
Other Business

Rich will email Diane, copies of the minutes, from the meeting over the previous year. 

Diane will look into available grants.
The Planning Commission filled out Survey on Growth Centers, for the Vermont Planners Association.
Scott – School board is offering to sell us left-over food to the Planning Commission. 

$190,000 grant for a handicap ramp at Kent’s Corner. 

Meeting adjourned at
9:00




Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch
