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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
April 13, 2009






                          7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Paul Hannan, Gail Graham, Steve Cusick, Marge Garfield, Conrad Smith, Chris Miller, Candice Shaffer, Reed Cherington, Alfred Larrabee, Ty Rolland, Charlotte Hanna Bassage and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of March 9th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made one change to the minutes as presented.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of March 30th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Liquor & Tobacco License Applications: Farm House Café and Maple Corner Store – The Selectboard reviewed the applications for liquor licenses for both establishments and a tobacco license application for the Maple Corner Store.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the liquor license application as presented for the Farm House Café and the liquor and tobacco licenses for the Maple Corner Store.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Borrow Funds in Anticipation of Tax Revenue – Eva Morse, Treasurer, presented a note to borrow $300,000.00 at 1.6% interest in anticipation of tax revenue.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to authorize the treasurer to borrow $300,000.00, which will be paid back by the end of the year, sign the note and approve the resolution attached hereunto.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Calais Lakes and Ponds Grant Application – The Selectboard reviewed the grant application for $2,750.00 for a newsletter, community outreach and water testing for 2009.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve this grant application and authorize the Chair to sign it.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Appointment: Town Webmaster – Since Nedene Martin would like to step aside from this position and Scott Bassage is willing to serve in this capacity, Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Scott Bassage as Town Webmaster.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Response to Letter re: Voting separately on social service organizations funding requests – The Selectboard briefly discussed their response to a letter by Marge Garfield requesting that funding requests from social service organizations that have not received funds from Calais in the past be voted on as a separate article at Town Meeting.  The Selectboard agreed to further discuss this and decide in December or January when Town Meeting Articles are finalized.


Application for Town Highway Grant – Cy Lamberton presented a Town Highway Grant Application for $54,594.00 to pave (put a new layer over what is there) Marshfield Road, a Class 2 road.  The town’s matching funds of 20% would be $13,648.50, which will be requested next Town Meeting Day if we get the grant.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to apply for this grant to resurface the paved portion of Marshfield Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


East Calais Fire District Worker’s Compensation Discussion – Anne Winchester inquired at the VLCT if employees of this organization, Alfred Larrabee and Syver Rogstad, can be included on the town’s workers comp policy and Anne discovered the Fire District is already are on the policy.  Now that the water district has two employees, the Fire District will pay the difference in workers compensation premium.  The water district now has a form for contractors to show proof they have their own workers comp.  Anne Winchester will contact VLCT to obtain a form between the East Calais Fire District and the Town agreeing to pay the town the additional premium.  This summer, 475 feet of old water lines will be replaced in East Calais.


Appointments for Town Offices, Boards and Commissions: Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint the following townspeople to the respective positions below to serve one-year terms as follows:

CVSWMD rep – Bill Powell

Truant Officer – Calais Elementary School Principal

CVRPC Alternate (TAC Transportation Advisory Committee) – Rick DeWolfe

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Town Health Officer – Cy Lamberton made a motion to appoint Muriel Bushway if she will accept this reappointment and authorize Denise Wheeler to sign the letter to Vermont Dept. of Health after giving Muriel the oath and affirmation.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Curtis Pond Dam Update – John Brabant reported that Morris Root Engineering of Springfield, Vermont did not file the application with the ANR State Dam Safety Engineer by the March deadline as urged to do so on numerous occasions by John.  Since the State only has one engineer in the Dam Safety Program, John views this as problematic.  The Selectboard agreed to send a letter to Morris Root regarding this matter.


East Montpelier Fire Department New Fire Station Progress Report – Scott Bassage provided a detailed report including thanks to several people that have been working on this project for years and to those who began work more recently.  Those involved include: EMFD, Scott & Partners Architects-Joel Page, John Connor as Construction Manager, Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. –Bill Powell, DeWolfe Engineering Associates – Rick DeWolfe, Lamberton Electric – Wayne Lamberton, Steve Beloin – Mechanical Engineer, and the Towns of Calais and East Montpelier and others being added as the project moves forward.  Ownership was discussed.  The Selectboard agreed the Town of Calais should be on the property deed, since we have a one-third interest in the bond.  John Brabant made a motion to authorize Scott Bassage to jointly work with the East Montpelier Selectboard to meet with Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. to purchase the property on Route 14 and to jointly hire an attorney for that purpose.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Cy Lamberton made a motion to sign a contract to hire Scott & Partners Architects as the architect for the new East Montpelier Fire Department Facility.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Ty Rolland, EMFD Deputy Chief, clarified various points during the discussion.  It is duly noted that DeWolfe Engineering Associates have given EMFD a 50% cost reduction in engineering services, Lamberton Electric is doing the electrical work for 5% above costs and then donating that 5% back to EMFD for a cost savings of about $20,000, Spataford Well Drilling -Rick Purchase offered to donate the well drilling at a substantially reduced rate and John Connor has been doing all the ground work on this project for free.  This represents $60,000.00 plus cost savings from local townspeople who want to contribute to the success of our local volunteer fire department.  Anne Winchester will call Rob Chickering, E.M. Selectboard Chair, to arrange a joint meeting to further decide important issues Scott Bassage raised in his report.


Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) Goals and Next Steps – Marge Garfield and Paul Hannan reported the Field Search Team training would be held on April 23, 2009 at 9:00am.  Denise Wheeler suggested having a glossary of terms to better understand the data.  Paul Hannan was very impressed how the data obtained is coordinating with his GPS in locating evidence of ancient roads.  Conservation Commission Chair, Steve Cusick, reported that his group is interested in those roads that connect to other trails and those that lead to scenic areas.  Furthermore, the Conservation Commission wants to make sure the town does not cause unintended consequences such as unintentionally opening up areas for development.  Paul Hannan is in favor of first classifying these ancient roads as legal trails since that gives the Selectboard more authority over their use, and legal trails don’t have frontage for development.  Paul reviewed the process for getting ancient roads on the town highway map.  Prior to July 1, 2010, they can simply be placed on the map.  After that, placing them on the map will require a public hearing.  Any not placed on the map after July 1, 2015 will cease to exist as town roads.  AOT will review the data and then put the ancient roads on the town highway map in order to meet the July 1, 2010 deadline.  Conrad Smith volunteered to draft a simple informational brochure to give to landowners explaining the process of looking for evidence of ancient roads/unidentified corridors, which will include the names of the Field Search Team and be approved by the Selectboard at the next meeting.  Marge Garfield reminded the Selectboard the grant funds ends July 13, 2009.  The Selectboard needs to review the information CART gathered and decide what the public process will be.  Denise Wheeler agreed to be the Selectboard liaison to feed information from the Selectboard to the Conservation Commission, Paul Hannan, Trails Committee and Planning Commission. 


Other Business

· Annual Financial Plan – Town Highways AOT – The Selectboard reviewed the annual financial plan for FY 2009-10 that shows how the Road Commissioner plans to spend the State highway funds we receive each year.  The Town expects to receive $613,253.00, which will pay for winter maintenance, general maintenance bridges and retreatment of 2.0 miles of Moscow Woods Road and 1.10 miles of Kent Hill Road this summer.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the plan as presented and submit it to the State AOT.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

· Chris Miller was present this evening looking for a response from the Selectboard to a letter he wrote sometime last fall.  As there was no written record in the Minutes, the Selectboard and Zoning Administrator recalled the matter was taken up in Executive Session.  Anne Winchester agreed to call Chris Miller to further discuss the matter.

Tentative Agenda for April 27th Meeting

· Letter to Morris Root Engineering re: Curtis Pond Dam
· Review informational brochure CART Field Search Team from Conrad Smith
· Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day
· Review quarterly budget figures
· East Montpelier Fire Department new building update
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
