Calais Planning Commission

Minutes

March 2, 2004

Present: Peter Harvey, Alden Belcher, Scott Bassage, Anne Winchester, Jack Russell, Jonathan Lange

Guest: Dot Naylor

Jonathan called the meeting to order at 7:15

Anne reported that she and Rhonda found that another public hearing will be necessary in order to hold a vote on the zoning as late as next November legal.

Jack reported that he worked with Eva to write a hearing notice and sent it to the Times Argus.

Jack reported that he, Rhonda, and Peter attended the selectboard meeting on the 23rd and explained the hearing situation.  The selectboard agreed that we should hold a hearing in March and requested that we give them a new draft on March 29 along with a map and a list of substantial differences between the draft of September 15 and March 29.  The concluded that they will probably hold hearings on the draft at the end of June and in early September.

Peter reported that the  regional planning commission made some of the changes to the map that he requested, but did not put on a reference to the most recent flood insurance map and that one of the numbers relating to measurement of the East Calais village is incorrect.  He will hand-write those changes on the map for the hearing on March 16, and will work with the RPC to correct the map before it is official.

Scott reported that he made changes to the draft dated February 13, as decided at the last meeting.  The new draft is dated March 2.  The planning commission decided to use the March 2 draft at the hearing on the 16th.

Jonathan agreed to have four copies of the draft made, one for each store in town.  He will put them in binders and ask that people look at them in the store and not remove them.  Anne will make about 10 others for the hearing.

Minutes of February 17 were adopted with changes.

The planning commission decided to make a list of  substantive changes between the September 15 draft and the March 2 draft and to place one in each of the stores and have several available at the public hearing.  Anne will type and copy.  The list will include:

· The upland district was changed to an upland overlay district.

· The set-back in the resource recreation area was changed as follows:  Minimum setback changed from 45 to 40 feet.  Maximum setback removed but all uses more than 200 feet from the road will be reviewed as conditional uses.

· The quarrying section is rewritten.

· In the rural residential district, public facilities and utilities which are generally open for public access are allowed within 250 yards of the town hall but continue to not be allowed in the rest of the district.

· The design review board was changed to a design advisory board.

· Utility rights of ways are allowed on steep slopes.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15

