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SELECTBOARD MEETING

August 30, 2004






                               7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Rick DeWolfe, Greg Pelchuck, John Audy, Diana Chace, Dot Naylor, John McCullough, Donna Fitch, Carla Straight, Dick Rouelle, Peter Harvey, Bill Porter, Ruth Porter and Rose Pelchuck.  Paul Hannan was absent.

Actions:


Approval of the August 9th Meeting Minutes – Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the August 17th Meeting Minutes – Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes of the continued meeting as written.  .  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Road Cut Access Permit – The Selectboard reviewed the application from Janice Dinsdale for an access at 1641 Marshfield Road.  Cy Lamberton reported there is a low area on the driveway that pools water.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the access permit with the following stipulation: if the driveway is raised up or improved, a 15” culvert would need to be installed to divert water.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


East Montpelier Volunteer Fire Department – John Audy, Fire Chief, introduced himself as well as Diana Chace, President and Greg Pelchuck, Vice President.  John explained the purpose of meeting tonight with the Selectboard is simply to develop a relationship with the Selectboard instead of just coming around at budget time.  In accordance with national standards and OSHA requirements, the 34 member Department is almost finished getting the physical exams complete and has devised a system for renewing the physicals and immunizations as well.  EMFD has received about $150,000.00 in grants from the Department of Homeland Security.  After purchasing an East Montpelier town truck chassis, the Department is having it’s old tank truck retrofitted in Williamstown to become a new tanker (cost savings about $100,000.00).  John also reported the budget process will begin much earlier than in years past and the numbers should be ready by December 1st.  Diana Chace reported AOT plans for reconfiguring the intersections of Routes 2 and 14 in East Montpelier Village and the fact that Station 2 (the former Washington Electric Garage on Route 14) has no office, no bathroom, is poorly insulated and has PCP contamination, appears that Station 2 is serving the needs of the Department less and less.  About 90% of all Calais calls are responded to with apparatus from Station 2.  East Montpelier is forming a steering committee to devise a needs assessment looking at replacing the facility.  John asked for 1 or 2 members of Calais to serve on this committee.  Bob Withey will contact John with names of people to serve.  


Town Office Building Committee – Donna Fitch reported on several items as follows: the conference table is complete and looks gorgeous, it will go in after the carpet; the signs are almost done; Cacico has a final bill for $500.00 which is overall $500.00 less than original bid; Verizon phone lines are going in tomorrow (4 pairs); Vermont Fire Extinguisher has been contacted and will be deliver the fire extinguishers in 3 weeks; the tile is in; the bench and table for the waiting area are in; Donna contacted Rinkers Communication about different alarm system options.  John McCullough reported the landscape plan has been reviewed by the DRB and verbal approval has been given.  

WORK DAY – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH AT 9:00AM to clear brush, wash windows, plant flowers, etc.

The Grand Opening celebration will be on Fall Foliage Festival weekend, October 1st, 2nd or 3rd.  Details to follow.

Bob Withey thanked the committee for the update and efforts.


Curb Cut Advisory Committee – Rick DeWolfe, Chair, reported the committee looked at information from six different towns as well as The Vermont Local Roads Program then took the best from them all and formed the ordinance and application the way we want it in the Town of Calais.  Rick reviewed the three-step process:

· Completed application form with sketch – copies to Selectboard and Road Commissioner; Road Commissioner will then make his review and any recommendations.  Ordinance will be attached to application form.

· Notice of approval – After review and voting approval by the Selectboard, this document allows the person to construct the access with the conditions listed (expires one year from issuance)

· Final permit - given when the access work is completed as required by the Selectboard

Rick discussed the B-71 State of Vermont Standards for Residential and Commercial Drives (Revised November 16, 2000).  The information summary on the right side of the sheet as well as Details G, H, I and J are primarily the ones needed to assess accesses in town.  The other info pertains to construction of commercial accesses.  The committee’s recommendation is to have newly approved accesses meet as many of the B-71standards but leave it up to the Selectboard to use as a guide.  Rick cautioned the Selectboard about the overuse of road signage and suggested using MUTCD guidelines.  After some discussion, Nedene Martin recited the procedure for adopting a new ordinance.  Bob Withey will put this on the next agenda for action.  Cy Lamberton suggested legal counsel should review the language to be sure the draft is in compliance with current law.


Route 14 Traffic Safety Committee – Rick DeWolfe, Chair, presented the Selectboard with a letter summarizing the committee’s recommendations resulting from the Transportation Study completed by Resource Systems Group.  The letter outlines improvements both the Town and the State AOT can do at both intersections (Lightening Ridge Road/Max Gray Road and Route 14 and Route 14 in East Calais Village) to improve public safety.  See original letter dated August 30, 2004 from DeWolfe Engineering Associates, Incorporated.  Rick suggested the Selectboard send a letter to Ernie Engleheart at the Department of Transportation requesting these improvements.  Rick also stated the whole process for funding state highway projects is currently under review and was asked by the Governor to serve on that committee.  Bob Withey will put this on the next agenda for action.


Warrant and Letter for Unlicensed Dogs – The Selectboard reviewed the list presented by the Town Clerk, Eva Morse.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the Warrant as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Kellogg-Hubbard Library re: Van-Go Bookmobile – The Selectboard has been asked to send a letter supporting the Van-Go Bookmobile enabling the library to pursue funding grants.  Nedene Martin made a motion to send the letter of support.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Review Proposed New Zoning Regulations- The Selectboard made changes to the electronic form of the document beginning on page 32.  The Selectboard will continue on page 42 with the final changes at the next regular meeting.


Other Business – Cy Lamberton reported on the culvert inventory with help from the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission.
Cy will bring it to the next meeting to review with the Selectboard members.

Randy Fitch had a question about approving legal expenses for tax sales.  Bob Withey will check with Gloria Rice.

Nedene Martin would like to review the budget numbers to see how the Town did this year.

Rose Pelchuck received the long awaited invoice in the amount of $125.00 to register the Town’s web site domain name.  Rose provided a copy to Eva and will e-mail a copy to Nedene Martin to see how to pay it by regular check, not credit card as they have requested.

Peter Harvey provided a copy of the grant application for the State of Vermont Division of Historic Preservation for the project entitled “National Register Update of the Kent’s Corner National Register District (CLG04-11)”.

The Selectboard discussed the use of the Speed Control Cart in East Calais Village and Maple Corner.  On behalf of the Town, Bob Withey thanked Cy Lamberton for all his work with the speed cart.  The Selectboard agreed that current village speed limits are too low, especially in Maple Corner, and need to be looked at.


Tentative Agenda Items for the September 13th Meeting:

· Continue review of the proposed new zoning regulations



· Planning Commission’s request for $1,000.00
· Development Review Board clerk request with Charles Storrow
· Conservation Commission vacancy
· Curb Cut Ordinance
· Route 14 Traffic Safety Committee
· Historic Preservation Committee
· Town Office Building Committee
Nedene Martin made a motion to adjourn at 9:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Recording Secretary
