Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, December 5, 2006

Calais Elementary School
Present: Scott Bassage, Anne Winchester, Melanie Kehne, Rhonda Shippee, Jack Russell, Rhonda Shippee, Dianne Konrady

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
1 PC Budget, Town Report, Press Release
Jack 

The Selectboard will hold their hearing on our recommended changes. 

a) Modify zoning to reflect changes of new State sewage rules

b) Criteria for Changing Existing district boundaries – because we were asked.

c) Issues around “Structure” – requested by ZA

d) Moving non complying structure – requested by ZA

Scott and Anne will go to the meeting. Jack will not be at the hearing. Jack will send copies of the “official” version of the changes.
Budget. Planning commission annual expenses. We estimate one thousand dollars. Notices, expenses for conferences, Classified ads. Costs associated with Flood Plain review, Costs associated with changing Shoreland/Village boundary in Maple Corner. Costs associated with Public Hearings for the build out grant
Jack will work on the Planning Commission report for the town report and the press release for the Grant.
2. Road information update 
Jack will forward a copy of the data and map from the traffic counts to Planning Commission members and to Selectboard.
3.
Broadband update Scott shared copies of the information on Comcast lines as of October 2006. We need an update from Cloud alliance on areas currently served.
Rhonda reports that she met with Sam Matthews; there is talk of CV Economic Development building a repeater and leasing it for $1 per year to WISP.

Jack has talked to Paul Hannan about selectboard’s sending a letter to our legislators explaining the problems lack of Broadband and how we expect the legislature to help.
We need to ask legislators a) support infrastructure development b) coordinated approach to bringing broadband to unserved areas. Coordinated telecommunication planning in public services. Should we talk to Phil Scott, institutions committee. John Sayles, Sam Matthews.
Others who might help include

Tom Murray – Economic development and State IT, Chris Campbell, Public Service
Who are key telecommunication planning people within state government?
We want to compose a letter from our selectboard the legislature to identify the problems and propose solutions for extreme rural areas.
We need to include a list of reasons we need broadband in remote Calais.
Scott will talk with Jack Hoffman about how to identify problems with lack of broadband access. We want to draft a letter from to selectboard to legislators for help.
4.
VT Council on Rural development. Dianne. The council brings in trainers and other help to develop a process to design a process for holding public meetings on an economic development plan. “Creative Economy” Calais might be eligible for help with developing in this area. Dianne will draft a letter for the next deadline, February.
   5.
Sustainable Ag update.  Jack has invited Paul Betts to our next meeting to brief us on his subject.
6.
Other progress updates –Design Advisory Board: In response to Peter’s question, we agreed that once the Board has their guidelines completed and have held public hearings they should present them to the PC since they are part of zoning.  It was our recollection that we asked the Board to inventory and identify specific importance of buildings within the district.  
7.
Other Business – Our next meeting will be a pot luck – deserts, with milk. 

Minutes from the previous meeting were approved, by voice vote, with change.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45









Minutes recorded by Scott Bassage

