Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

November 8, 2006

Present: Scott Bassage, Rhonda Shippee, Jack Russell, Gary Root, Melanie Kehne, and Rich Quelch. 
Non-member attendant: Samantha Mathews and Chris Miller
Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm. 
 
Central VT Economic Development


Jack explained the events which lead up to us inviting Samantha to one of our meetings. Jack described the content of our last meeting and the obstacles we face, by implementing wireless broadband within Calais. Rhonda continued the explanation, explaining our town’s need to move towards supporting employment within the home. Scott briefly explained the process in which the wireless Committee has progressed through and where they have now reached.

Samantha explained the purpose of Central VT Economic Development


-Retention of existing businesses


-Support the buildup of new businesses


-Improve the infrastructure for economic growth

Samantha reviewed our recent economic position. Samantha was encouraged to see that there is interest in supporting economic development within Calais. She explained some of the issues other towns in Vermont are currently going through with broadband deployments. CVED is aggressively looking at alternative solutions to help towns, like Calais, with broadband coverage. This aggressive news includes financial support and service. Vermont is unique in that there are more then 3,000 not for profit organizations within Vermont. Samantha encourages individuals and groups to continue to contact our legislature representatives. Samantha promises to keep us informed in their progress.
Shoreland District update from Gary

The Planning Commission visited Curtis Pond, which is currently located in the shoreland district. The Planning Commission looked at a previously identified line of rock which could be used to define the line between the shoreland and village district. This change would potentially allow for denser development. 
Questions regarding shoreland vs. village districts - Chris Miller

Chris owns property on Curtis Pond and is currently within the shoreland/village district overlay. Chris is trying to subdivide his property currently and has been continuously pursuing a permit, based on current Zoning Regulations. Chris would like the Planning Commission to offer information about our current process of evaluating the shoreland district boundaries. 

Members discussed their options and possible next steps. Gary is willing to approach Tony French and ask for an estimate for a professional evaluation of this area. Jack will update the selectboard on our current status in this area.
Road information update from Rich and Peter


Peter and Rich have nothing to report, at this time. 
Meeting Minutes

Minutes from the previous meeting were approved, by voice vote, with one change. The change is to add “road” after “Worchester”. (6-0-0)  
Meeting adjourned at 9:20












Minutes recorded by Rich Quelch
