
Calais Planning Commission

Public Meeting Minutes

March 18, 2008

Members Present: Melanie Kehne, Jack Russell, Gary Root, John McCullough, Scott Bassage, Rich Quelch and Rhonda Shippee. 

Attendants: Cynthia Johnson, Janet MacLeod, Paul Ohlson, Peter and Jan Brough, Alice Blachly, Sage Kennedy, and Sharon Winn Fannon.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. 


Location: Adamant Community Ctr.

Presentation


Presentation delivered by Jack Russell. Presentation presented by Scott Bassage and Rich Quelch, with the use of two independent projectors.

Public Comments and Questions

· Do you like the idea of expanding the village districts? Yes, very much.

· Leave ability to do PRD in Rural Residential district.

· Does current or proposed alternative zoning allow for auxiliary dwelling units, similar to what Montpelier has? (elderly housing and increased density)

· Any thoughts of when the school would need to be expanded?

· How does scenario #2 achieve your vision? Would like to see.

· Have you thought about the impact on people who would be adversely impacted by reducing their ability to do what they want with their land?

· One thing is very clear – scenario 2 protects natural resources. You need to show how many people are winners and how many people are losers, from this change in zoning.

· Should show how it can be a win/win situation – show how scenario 2 promotes village sustainability and affective housing. 

· The recession may buy us some time.

· Probably not more than a handful of people are really interested in planning and provide feedback. Maybe you will have to just take a stab at it.

· When I see the village districts growing, I worry about the impact on ponds and water quality, which are near the villages.

· Excited about root cellars.

· What I love about Calais is the diversity of people - can we have a directory that will help us communicate better?

· When planning cluster or high density housing, need to plan septic.

· I like the idea of cluster housing but if it is next to me, when I’ve had privacy, I don’t like it.

· Another issue – farmers need seasonal workers. Public transportation is important. 

· 62 new people in Calais have Broad Band that didn’t have it before.

· What next?

· Will web site be interactive to have virtual meetings?

· You need something for people to react to.

· Be clear and warn public.

· Cohousing incentive in village.

· Recreate villages is a statewide discussion.

Meeting  adjourned at 9:00     


Minutes recorded by Melanie Kehne and Rhonda Shippee








Minutes typed by Rich Quelch


