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SELECTBOARD MEETING

April 12, 2004







                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Greg Pelchuck, Dick Rouelle, Dot Naylor, Ben Naylor, George Clifford, Gary Root, J.C. Myers, Kent Morse, Toby Talbot, Bill Powell, Jack Russell, Carla Straight, Bill Porter, Ruth Porter, Kristina Bielenberg, Davis Cherington, Peggy Bown, John Brabant, Nick Emlen, Denise Wheeler, Chuck Storrow, Steve Sweeney, Barry Bernstein and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of the March 29th Meeting Minutes – Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1 with Paul Hannan abstaining from the vote since he wasn’t here for this meeting.


Town Office Building Committee – The Selectboard received a request for payment from Blue Ridge Construction.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve payment to Blue Ridge Construction in the amount of $24,201.00.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Request to Discontinue Town Highway 64 – The Selectboard has not yet received a formal request to discontinue TH 64 from the new property owner of the former Charles Ruebner property on Curtis Pond.  Therefore, Bob Withey will make this a future agenda item.  Paul Hannan would like to communicate to the new property owner there is a continuation of the road that goes down around the pond and questioned any future public pedestrian trail use of the old road.


Amendments to Emergency Plan for Curtis Pond Dam – Toby Talbot reviewed the new amendments to the Emergency Plan for Curtis Pond Dam, which include a new list with more names to contact.  Toby reported that Chris Miller and Lewis Franco have agreed to be Dam Monitors with the stipulation of assuming no personal liability as other appointed Town Officials.  Don Heise was previously instructed on how to monitor the dam by the State Dam Engineer and is willing to train Chris and Lewis.  The Selectboard agreed to change the language in the Emergency Plan to read “Dam Owner/Town Officials”.  Randy Fitch made a motion to adopt the changes in Appendix F in the Town Emergency Plan as presented by Toby Talbot.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Paul Hannan made a motion to respectfully request the Chair to appoint and indemnify the Dam Monitors position and to find out the following from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns: specific language needed in the dam monitor agreement; do we need a document to indemnify the Dam Monitors or just create a new town position(s); and do we change our level of responsibility for this dam in any way by appointing Dam Monitors to watch it?  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Task Force on Calais Dams – The Selectboard and townspeople present discussed at length the creation of a Task Force on Calais Dams, it’s make-up and charge.  Paul Hannan wrote the draft language that was presented at the March 8, 2004 meeting.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the amended version of the Task Force on Calais Dams as follows:

TASK FORCE ON CALAIS DAMS

Make-up: Seven citizen members with a liaison Selectboard member as an eighth non-voting participant.  Two of the members shall have been active in the ongoing efforts to repair the Curtis Pond Dam.  The remaining members shall be from outside the Curtis Pond/Maple Corners area.

Charge: While focusing on recommending a solution to the Curtis Pond Dam situation, with the goal of developing a town policy and evaluation criteria for addressing privately owned dams in Calais for adoption/action on or before November 2, 2004, the Task Force shall examine the following items:

· Secure an inventory of all privately owned dams in Calais with whatever structural evaluation information can be readily obtained without significant town expenditure

· Identify various alternatives to private dam ownership and examine pros and cons of both alternatives and continued private ownership

· Examine various public and private funding mechanisms and authority for repair of failing dams and their availability/appropriateness for different ownership alternatives

· In the case of the Curtis Pond Dam, consider whether satisfactory, less expensive alternatives to the currently engineered repair design exists

· Other relevant issues that will aid in developing a policy

The Task Force shall elect a Chair, warn meetings and agenda, keep minutes and report regularly to the Selectboard.  This Task Force shall cease to exist on or before November 2, 2004 unless specifically extended by the Selectboard.

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Tobacco License – Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the application for a tobacco license for the Adamant Cooperative Store.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Appointments to Town Boards, Committees and Commissions 

Task Force on Calais Dams – 7 positions open

Although the Selectboard again posted the notice for openings, Bob Withey reported no new names have been submitted since the last meeting.  Paul Hannan made a motion to appoint Barry Bernstein, Warner Shedd, J.C. Myers, Gary Root, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler and Davis Cherington to the Task Force with Jack Russell as facilitator.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Randy Fitch made a motion to appoint Paul Hannan the liaison Selectboard member to the Task Force.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

The Chair called a brief recess and resumption of the meeting.
Conservation Commission – Nick Emlen reported the Selectboard was in error to appoint three people at the last meeting when there were only two openings.  Nedene Martin made a motion to rescind the action of the Selectboard on March 29th by appointing George Clifford, Rowan Jacobsen and Denise Wheeler to the Conservation Commission.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Nedene Martin made a motion to appoint Rowan Jacobsen to fill the unexpired term of Eric Sorensen (expires 2008).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Randy Fitch made a motion to appoint George Clifford for the vacancy term, which expires in 2008.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-1 with Nedene Martin voting against the motion.  

Nedene Martin made a motion to ask the Clerk to compile a comprehensive list of all town positions, the person serving in the position, date of appointment and expiration date of the term.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Curb Cut Advisory Committee – Paul Hannan made a motion to appoint Rick DeWolfe, Greg Pelchuck, Dick Rouelle and Cy Lamberton to this committee and have Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, assist.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Development Review Board – 3 positions open

Paul Hannan made a motion to appoint Charles Storrow, Warren Coleman and Stephanie Kaplan to the positions and Tina Bielenberg, John McCullough and Barbara Weedon as alternates.  The motion was seconded, voted on and failed 2-3 with Cy Lamberton, Randy Fitch and Bob Withey voting against the motion.  Randy Fitch made a motion to appoint Charles Storrow, Warren Coleman and John McCullough to the positions and Tina Bielenberg, Barbara Weedon and Stephanie Kaplan as alternates.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-2 with Paul Hannan and Nedene Martin voting against the motion.


Review Proposed New Zoning Regulations – The Selectboard postponed the review tonight of Articles 1 and 2 and will begin the review at the next meeting along with Articles 3 and 4.  Jonathan Lange requested to be first on the agenda and the Selectboard agreed to try it for the next meeting.  


Other Business – On behalf of the Town of Calais, Bob Withey will receive the 1st Annual VCDP Community Achievement Award for Economic Development in recognition of the Town’s Community Capitol of Central Vermont fund project from the Agency of Commerce & Community Development.

Cy Lamberton attended a meeting at the State Highway Garage in North Montpelier to discuss the storage of emergency equipment when the AOT replaces the “singing bridge”  in North Montpelier in 3-4 years.  Barre Town Ambulance does not have an extra vehicle to store and the EMFD doesn’t anticipate the need to store emergency equipment.  Ben Naylor brought up the issue of logging trucks using Collar Hill Road.  The Selectboard agreed to inquire at the VLCT and State AOT about what can be down with this situation.

Meeting reminders – April 14th at 7:00pm Public Hearing with Traffic Consultants re: Route 14 intersections and April 20th at 7:00pm at Calais School with GIS Mapping  & Planning Commission.

Peter Harvey will fix the Village key on the new official zoning map.


Tentative Agenda Items for April 26th Meeting
· Proposed new zoning regulations review Articles 1 thru 4

· Town Highway 64 discontinuance (possibly)

Paul Hannan made a motion to adjourn at 9:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Assistant Clerk

