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SELECTBOARD MEETING

January 10, 2005







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Jonathan Lange, Don Singleton Jr., Anne Winchester and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the December 29th Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan noted the misspelled name of Roberta in paragraph 3, line 1 and on page 2, paragraph 3, line 4, March 1, 2005 is Town Meeting Day.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Approval of the January 3rd Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan noted the misspelled last name of Steve Freihofner in the attendance list and in paragraph 3, line 1 and on page 2, paragraph 2, line 4 strike the word “home”.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Instructions to Planning Commission Work Relating to Proposed Zoning Regulations – The Selectboard discussed the following issues; a prioritized list will be worked out by the Selectboard and forwarded to the Planning Commission.

· Class 4 Road Policy and the Town Plan

· Conservation easements and development

· Clarify rights to develop pre-existing, non-conforming lots

· Compromise between shoreland and village district development

· Comprehensive list of where zoning district lines are; being able to define the lines

· Issue of 400’ frontage in historic district; smaller frontage to allow denser development

· Statute of limitations of 15 years for a violation and can it be lessened

· Overall length of the document; condense it and clarify it for the common person to understand it

· Discuss adding a Preamble to the document

· Revise maps to reflect village vs. shoreland district

· Revisit maximum setback in resource recreation district

· Attempt to define “undue adverse impact”

· Village parking and lot size

· Guidelines of philosophy/practicality relating to granting variances by the DRB (intent, common sense, flexibility and unforeseen circumstances)

Voter Information on Proposed Zoning Regulations – The Selectboard reviewed a list of Frequently Asked Questions prepared by the Planning Commission in an effort to provide the townspeople information about the Calais Land Use and Development Regulations prior to Town Meeting Day.  Anne Winchester and Jonathan Lange reported two informational meetings would be held on Tuesday, February 1st and Tuesday, February 15th both at 7:00pm.  This sheet will be mailed out to everybody in Town.  The Selectboard agreed to delete the entire paragraph relating to a second vote pertaining to amending zoning regulations.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the changes to the information sheet of Frequently Asked Questions as discussed and to have it mailed out at the Selectboard’s expense.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Highway Budget for 2005-06 – The Selectboard reviewed the highway actual amounts for 2003-04 and budgeted amounts for 2004-05 to arrive at projected costs for next year’s budget.  Cy Lamberton and Don Singleton Jr., Road Commissioner, offered amounts for each category.  A line item for $6,000.00 will be added to the budget to pay for overhauling the bucket loader.  Another line item for $1,000.00 for new road signs will be added.  Paul Hannan made a motion to tentatively approve $467,516.00 for the Calais Highway Budget for 2005-06 pending discussion of the Selectboard budget; we may or may not need to revisit the highway budget.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The Selectboard further discussed buying a backhoe.  Cy Lamberton will hopefully have a close estimate to present by the end of the month.  Bob Withey expressed thanks to Don Singleton for the excellent job on our roads.


Other Business – Diana Chace, President of East Montpelier Fire Department, notified Bob Withey to eliminate the $500.00 line item for new hose in the EMFD budget for next year.

Animal complaint hearing will not be necessary since the Health Officer reported the dead animal is gone.  Bob Withey talked to the person filing the complaint and referred them to the Central Vermont Humane Society for further action if necessary.

Bob Withey is not going to be at the February 14, 2005 Selectboard meeting.

Bob Withey received a call from Stuart Savage, U-32 School Board Calais Representative, regarding enrollment numbers and projected per pupil cost increases for Calais.  Bob also received a call from Charlotte Hanna Bassage, Calais School Board Chair, notifying him that the service contract for the generator at the school will be put on the next school board meeting agenda.

Nedene Martin reported she attended the “Communities Working Together” meeting with representatives from Barre, Montpelier, Berlin and other surrounding towns.  This group is looking at possible ways to pool resources such as highway equipment, police and law enforcement, ambulance service, property assessment and appraisal, and administrative services.  The next meeting will be held on March 10, 2005 at 4:30pm at the Berlin Town Office.

Cy Lamberton reported our town truck that was in the shop for repairs is now back functioning.


Tentative Agenda Items for the January 17th Meeting

· Review and establish Town budget for 2005-06

· Posting town roads for weight limits in the spring

· List for Planning Commission re: continuing work on Zoning Regulations

· State road mileage report from Cy Lamberton

Randy Fitch made a motion to adjourn at 9:18pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Recording Secretary

