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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

August 25, 2008






                          7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Anne Winchester, Cy Lamberton, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Cynthia M. Johnson, Kathy DeWolfe, John Audy, Jr., Diane Brown, Larry Brown, Joe Murray, Janet Ancel, Jim Hogue, David Pike, and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the July 28th Meeting Minutes – Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Anne Winchester abstained from the vote.

Approval of the August 11th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made one change.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

3-0-2.  Paul Hannan and John Brabant abstained from the vote.

Discussion on Vote Tabulator Machine – Kathy DeWolfe, Director of Elections and Campaign Finance in the Secretary of State Office and Calais resident, came before the Selectboard to discuss the use of vote tabulator machines in Vermont and to see if the Town of Calais is interested in getting one.  The main purpose of the machine is to increase accuracy.  Since 1999, 62 Vermont towns (approximately 50% of the population) have been using vote tabulators.  Federal funds are available to purchase new machines ($6,350.00 each).  Voters would still mark a paper ballot and feed the marked ballot into the tabulator.  After the 2006 statewide recount, 30 towns have switched to using the vote tabulator.  Cost incurred by towns include the annual maintenance fee of $175.00 and the configuration cost prior to a general election, $800.00 to $1,000.00 depending on how many items a town wants on the ballot.  Some opponents spoke against the use of vote tabulators.  Kathy DeWolfe explained in detail the process and procedures implemented in Vermont and used successfully since 1994.  The Selectboard will vote at the September 8th meeting to decide to hold a public vote on this issue or not.  

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Presentation by EMFD Ambulance Service Business Plan – Larry Brown, EMFD Firefighter, EMT with 35 years of fire service expertise, came before the Selectboard to present a more detailed plan for EMFD beginning an ambulance service to serve both Calais and East Montpelier.  The same presentation was given to the East Montpelier Selectboard on August 21, 2008.  EMFD and Larry Brown respectfully requests both Selectboards come together for a joint meeting for 1 ½ hours within the next few weeks to review the details and move forward with their support.  Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. is working together with EMFD organizing a plan, has expressed willingness to donate land, building and secure financing for a new fire station that would house an ambulance service.  Larry noted WEC to be extremely community oriented, stands strongly with EMFD and recognizes this as a terrific opportunity.  Paul Hannan will contact the East Montpelier Selectboard to schedule a joint meeting.

Washington Electric Co-op / Murray Pole Location Reauthorization – The Selectboard reviewed the permit application from WEC for the Murray property on Max Gray Road.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to reauthorize work in the Town’s right-of-way to install a 7200-volt distribution line for the Murray property.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Access & Right-of-Way Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed the application from David Pike for a curb cut access permit on Pekin Brook Road.  Paul Hannan noted poor sight distance at this location.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the permit application with the following condition: cut brush to improve visibility.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Other Business - Janet Ancel, State Representative, came before the Selectboard to express concern about some people not being able to pay heating bills this winter and to let the Selectboard know some area towns are devising programs to assist.  Berlin is surveying people to determine those at highest risk and East Montpelier has an Energy Committee.  Janet said, “I don’t know what the answers are but this needs to be talked about at the community level.”  Central Vermont Community Action Council has long had emergency fuel assistance programs and WEC has the Warmth Program.  John Audy, EMFD Fire Chief and East Montpelier resident, said “the Energy Committee is trying to break East Montpelier into neighborhoods and will give EMFD a resource list to provide to those in need.”  The Calais Neighborhood Watch groups might be of assistance in organizing something in Calais.  John Audy is concerned about the potential increase in house fires or carbon monoxide detectors going off from improperly installed heating systems.  Chief Audy asked to be kept apprised of any developments in Calais in this issue.


East Montpelier Fire Department Interlocal Contract: Final Version – Fire Chief John Audy presented the Selectboard with the final version of the INTERLOCAL CONTRACT WITH RESPECT TO FIRE FIGHTING SERVICES for the Town’s approval. It is the intention of the parties (Towns of Calais and East Montpelier and the East Montpelier Fire Department, Inc.) to provide for the delivery of EMFD fire suppression and other emergency response services within the geographical limits of Calais and East Montpelier, and to provide for the funding thereof.  The Town of East Montpelier approved the contract and signed it on August 21, 2008.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve this Interlocal Contract as presented and authorize the Chair, Paul Hannan, to sign the contract on behalf of the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  John Audy and Paul Hannan expressed sincere appreciation to Rose Pelchuck, Calais Selectboard and EMFD Secretary, for all her hard work over the past several months on this endeavor.  Thanks.


Donation of Used Fire Engine to the Town – John Audy announced the East Montpelier Fire Department is donating Engine 3, a 1972 Ford truck with a poly tank, to the Town of Calais for use as a liquid chloride truck for $1.00.  It has been the custom of the EMFD to do this when an engine is no longer of service to the department but still has some use left.  The truck can be stored outside but the pump would have to be drained and winterized to prevent damage.  The Selectboard was pleased to accept this donation.


Capital West Dispatch Meeting Report – John Brabant and Cy Lamberton attended another meeting on August 18th to discuss dispatch services and revenue funding with members of Capital Fire Mutual Aid.  A favorable methodology under consideration for the Town of Calais is cost based on call volume.  No final solutions were decided upon.  John Audy has been following the discussion through his contacts as Fire Chief and reported “It’s not over yet.”  The next meeting is scheduled for September 15, 2008.


Fiscal Year 2007-08 in Review – The Selectboard reviewed the Town budget figures and further year-in-review discussion was not necessary.


Various Brief Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam – nothing new to report

· Batten Road Bill from Knight Engineering – John Brabant has been contacted by Knight Engineering regarding the unpaid bill Steve Duke owes.  The bill will be turned over to collections.  It is not the Town of Calais’ bill.

· DRB Monitoring – Anne Winchester or Denise Wheeler plan to attend the next DRB public hearing on September 9, 2008 in order to keep the Selectboard current about DRB proceedings.

· Paul Hannan reported a section of TH 64, a Class 3 road, has been paved by the owner, Pat Malone, without permission from the Selectboard.

· The Selectboard received a letter from John Fowler, 56 Mirror Lake Road, regarding run-off from roads going into #10 Pond and his concerns.  Cy Lamberton will discuss the matter with Don Singleton.

· Road closure – Pekin Brook Road will be closed for bridge repairs August 29th through September 9th.

Tentative Agenda for September 8th Meeting

· Vote tabulator machine

· Emergency fuel community network

· Access & Right-of-Way application: Tisbert

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary

