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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved 
January 14, 2008






             7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of the January 7th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard made some corrections to the minutes.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.  Anne Winchester arrived after the vote.

Review Proposed Selectboard Budget FY 2008-09 - The Selectboard reviewed the proposed budget for the next fiscal year as presented by Eva Morse, Treasurer.  Some figures are not available and some are fixed costs that Eva will provide.  Separate Warning Articles will be written for the repaving of Lightening Ridge Road, work on the Pekin Brook Road Bridge and the purchase of a new town truck.  The Selectboard discussed the type of truck and possibly pricing a 10-wheeler tandem along with a 6-wheeler truck.  Selectboard members that served on the Board of Civil Authority hearings last summer were reminded to submit their hours to Eva for payment.  Denise Wheeler offered to check into a pre-buy program for propane fuel for next season.  The Selectboard agreed to look at updating the Traffic/Speed Limit Ordinance sometime in April.  Paul Hannan will check with Eva for final figures on those budget lines missing data.

Proposed Changes to the Zoning Regulations – The Selectboard reviewed the revised document based upon the changes the Selectboard and Planning Commission agreed to at the December 27, 2007 meeting.  Refer to the 12-page document Proposed Changes to Zoning dated 12-Jan-08.  Anne Winchester reviewed the process for Warning of the public hearing on January 28, 2008 at 7:00pm at the Calais Elementary School.  

Conflict of Interest Policy – Denise Wheeler presented the Selectboard a FINAL DRAFT Conflict of Interest Policy that incorporated the changes discussed at the last meeting.  After further discussion, Nedene Martin made a motion to adopt the Town of Calais Conflict of Interest Policy and notify all townspeople serving on committees/commissions/positions via the Town Report of this policy.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Curtis Pond Dam Update – John Brabant received a call back from Bob Finucane, ANR Dam Safety Engineer.  He confirmed it is reasonable for the Town to be the applicant to enable the Town to move forward repairing the dam without being the owner.  John also reported the Town has a huge opportunity to apply for a Water Resources Development Grant from the federal government (65% feds / 35% town split) and will draft a letter to our congressional delegation requesting an appropriation towards the Curtis Pond Dam.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to request our congressional delegation seek $250,000.00 in the appropriations bill for Curtis Pond Dam in this year’s funding of the Federal Water Resources Development Act.  The Selectboard further clarified by requesting this funding we are not obligating the Town and that there will still be full and open public participation before any expenditures are made by the Town on the dam.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Other Business – Paul Hannan received a call from Joe Rivard from Gates Salvage in Hardwick requesting permission to put a collection bin for metal at the Calais Recycling Depot.  John Brabant will look into this regarding any conflict with our contract with CVSWMD.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 10:07pm with the Zoning Administrator, Dot Naylor, in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 10:25pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan reported the Environmental Court Hearing for the penalty phase of the Noordsij case was last Thursday.  Eva Morse, Dorothy Naylor and Paul Hannan testified along with Barbara Noordsij and her contractor.  The Town asked for a substantial figure and will await the judge’s decision of the amount of any fine.

Denise Wheeler made a motion to compensate Paul Hannan, Selectboard Chair, for his time preparing, reviewing and testifying in this case at $10.00 per hour for 24 hours to be paid from the Zoning Administration fees.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Paul Hannan abstained from the vote.

Tentative Agenda for January 21st Meeting

· Firm Selectboard budget numbers 
· Selectboard Report and Warning Articles
· Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance changes
John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 10:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
