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       6:30 pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, Mike Garand, Curtis Johnson, Dot Naylor, Ben Naylor, Chuck Storrow, John Meyer, Robert Boles, Muriel Bushway, Robin Garcia, Lou Garcia, Dan Singleton, Joe Bayne IV, Laura Thompson, Alan Beauregard, Randy Fitch, Lesley Fitch, Don Fair, Bill Davis, Melissa Fair Cohen, Wendell Daily, Jody Bayne, Lori Bayne, Stephen Duke, Gail Graham, Peter Harvey, Sterry Leno, Marty Searight, Jack Russell, Ray Lemay, Harriet Gallagher, Janet Lemay, Sybil Miller, Randy Koch, Gary Schultz, Jill Schultz, Josh Schultz, George Morse, Mack Gardner-Morse, Cynthia Gardner-Morse, Geraldine Gilman, Bessie Benjamin, Darby Bradley, Wayne Morse, Reed Cherington, Richard Saplinski, Christopher Reed, Larry Orr, Nick Emlen, Peter Christiansen, Lilla Christiansen, David Fowler, Tom McArdle, Ken Miller, Tim Fillbach, Gus Seelig and Rose Pelchuck.


This informational meeting began with a Call to Order and welcome by Denise Wheeler, Selectboard Chair.  The meeting was turned over to Gus Seelig, Town Moderator.  Gus stated the purpose of the meeting was to have an informational meeting on ancient roads in response to a petition the Selectboard received to vote to mass discontinue all of Calais’s town highways that are not otherwise clearly observable by physical evidence of their use as a highway or trail and that are not included as such on the sworn certificate of the description and measurement of Calais town highways filed with the Town Clerk on February 10, 2010 pursuant to 19 V.S.A. subsection 305 (h).  A public hearing at 7:00pm will follow the informational meeting.  

Darby Bradley, Chair of Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads, provided the public with an in-depth overview of the work his committee has done and the process used to assess each ancient road discovered during the CART research phase by Marge Garfield and Sandra Robinson.  Darby Bradley answered numerous questions from the public.  

The Public Hearing began approximately 7:15pm.  Those wishing to speak signed up and were called upon by the Moderator.  The following people offered comments, which are summarized below to the best of my ability:

Wayne Morse – concern that 0.13 miles of TH44 Wheeler Road in which access to the old road that was discontinued; deeded land but not right-of-way.  Wayne contends the deed processed in 1972 is illegal and erroneous and the town highway maps have been incorrect for all these years.  Wayne commented on deed irregularities; deeded land Calais did not own - only the right-of-way and when the road was discontinued, the land reverts to the abutting property owner (Wayne and Elizabeth Morse) and not a neighbor.  Concerned if the mass discontinuance is approved it will affect his road.  (Note: at the public informational meeting on 9/21/2009, Paul Hannan explained a person shall retain a private right-of-way over the former town highway or unidentified corridor for any necessary access to the parcel of land or portion thereof and maintenance of his or her right-of-way.)

Dot Naylor – reiterated that landowners retain right-of-ways use to any road thrown up or discontinued by the town.  Favors having the present committee continue to review these roads and complete their process; urged the Selectboard not to short change the process it put in place and continue to evaluate the importance of each one as a town asset.

Steve Duke – recommends giving it up and give the landowners the rights-of-way.

Josh Schultz – stated Calais is a special community where people give freely.  The use of roads changes once it goes on the Internet, you might not want these people in your backyard.  He urged the Selectboard to throw them up and do a mass discontinuance, which is doing right by landowners.

Tom McArdle – spoke about the roads laid out in the 1700’s and 1800’s as being the most contentious and should be given consideration.  The town may end up in litigation since the court looks at use for the previous ten years and the town may be required to pay damages for a change in use for one of these ancient roads.  The visible ones he recommends further investigation for public use.

Chuck Storrow – favors mass discontinuance that he thinks favors landowners given the impact on landowners of restructuring them; the end doesn’t justify the means.

Cindy Gardner-Morse – recommends being thoughtful and looking at them piece by piece.

Geraldine Gilman – asked the Selectboard to consider if we get involved with this too far (the ones invisible) and it goes to someone’s door, unless it’s agreeable with the landowner, she would like to see it removed and forgotten.

Ben Naylor – is pleased with the committee’s work taking a very thorough process to it; not in favor of blanket discontinuance without looking at everything.  Ben would like to see the committee investigate their work although sympathetic to the landowner’s concerns.  The committee is not ignoring what landowners want and the process should continue to the end.

Ken Miller – stated the Selectboard knows how he feels about this; time to do the mass discontinuance, it’s taking up a lot of people’s time.

Jack Russell – stated the committee has a very deliberative process to review these ancient roads.  Jack suggested taking one or two longer ancient roads, do a test for two or three years, and see what happens.  That way we can base our decision on facts and not assumptions.  Some previous comments he found disturbing referring to “those people” coming to our towns, sounds prejudice; fear has no place in this.  Jack noted the VAST trails are well publicized and lots of people come to town; he further noted not all people ask permission to go on someone’s land.  Jack favors letting the process work itself out in a respectful fashion.

Robert Boles – questioned the Selectboard rather than offer comments; let them be thrown up.

Randy Koch – recommends discontinuing invisible roads and roads not on the map because of ambiguity unless there is overwhelming public good.

 Curtis Johnson – supports mass discontinuance as allowed under state law, although we have a great process, we didn’t do this sooner.  We have an either / or situation and it’s a question keeping these as towns rights.  Historically there is no real basis for looking at them as town property.  On the balance of fairness, he supports mass discontinuance.

Gary Schultz – stated he gives access freely and would rather give than be made to give.  From the sense of community, he allows neighbors to use his land but has concerns because he has some control over the use.  But if a bus drove up with a load of people…..He feels when it hits the map and gets on the Internet, it will be all over.

Rose Pelchuck – reviewed the process that began with the Calais Ancient Roads Team, transitioned to a smaller committee with Charlotte Bassage and now a new Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads chaired by Darby Bradley.  This writer feels these ancient roads are public assets. There is a process in place to thoroughly evaluate them after which time the committee will make a recommendation to the Selectboard to discontinue or keep each ancient road.  This writer strongly favors continuing the current process and not mass discontinue as recommended in the petition.

Unknown person – strongly favors mass discontinuance and feels the town never informed him what was going on.  The person feels the majority of landowners don’t want this.

Reed Cherington – favors the deliberative process in place.  There is an assumption that if it is a public right-of-way, the public can use it but the Selectboard can shut off access to any road.  As Chair of the Calais Trails Committee, Reed noted none of his work is done without landowner consent and firmly believes we would not impose a trail on land without landowner’s consent.

Unknown person – favors mass discontinuance and noted the petition itself is a process.

The public hearing adjourned at 8:10pm after public comment ended.  The Selectboard thanked everyone for attending.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary

