Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

September 6, 2005

Present: Rich Quelch, Peter Harvey, Scott Bassage, Jack Russell, Gary Root, Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler and Rhonda Shippee.
Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm. 

Transportation Sub-Committee Report


Denise began the meeting discussing the progress of the Transportation Sub-Committee. Denise reported that progress has been made, but the sub-committee has not yet completed their process of embedding the text boxes, created from the Zoning Regulations, into the Town Plan. The next step will be to create the appropriate language from the added material.

Discussion occurred over the process of whether changes needed to be voted on by the registered voters, what needed to be completed, and when the new requirements are needed by. Jack agreed to ask Bob, chair of the Selectboard, whether or not the Selectboard will review Phase 1 themselves or if they will ask for the town to vote on the recommended changes.
Telecommunication Amendment Report
Scott reports that the Telecommunications Sub-Committee has been making much progress. Anne has added more information to her comparative document, comparing the differences between the Revised Model Telecommunications Facilities Ordinance and Section 4.11 of the Calais Zoning Regulations. Scott identifies three areas which may need to be addressed:
1) Definitions

2) Application
3) Timelines

Scott identified the most obvious area for change as being the definitions, as described in Section IV of the Revised Model Telecommunication Facilities Ordinance:
1) Wireless Telecommunications Service

2) Wireless Telecommunications Facility

3) Small Scale Facility

4) Wireless Telecommunication Service Provider
Zoning Regulation Change Recommendations

Jack began the conversation with a recommendation from Chuck Storrow. Chuck is asking for a change to the Resource/Recreation District which is located on his own land. Chuck is asking to straighten out the boarder line of the Resource/Recreation District, which would change the defined area from the Resource/Recreation District to the Upland Overlay District. Members of the Planning Commission are asking for more clarification and a reason to why the change should be made. Jack agreed to ask these questions of Chuck.

The Planning Commission began reviewing a list of recommendations from Dot:

1) Move Section 1.6, B, 2, Sentence 2.
a. Planning Commission recommends moving this section to Section 1.3 D (page 4)
2) Add a time limit to permits.
a. The Planning Commission had previously removed the time limit and currently recommends not adding a time limit to the permit.

3) Add awareness to requirement for state septic permits for any sub-division. 
a. Denise has agreed to research the time line for enforcing the new requirements.
4) Clarify teardown/rebuilds of non-complying structures. 

a. The Planning Commission will look to the DRB for a recommendation.
Minutes Review

Minutes from the August 16th Planning Commission meeting, were reviewed and approved on the condition of Rhonda’s change being addressed. All present members voted in favor by voice vote. (6-0-0) 
Paragraph changed on Rhonda’s recommendation:


Rhonda addressed a previously asked question about how long an individual has to complete a project, under the approved permit. It was confirmed that there is no defined time requirement and Rhonda found records from 11/21/2003 and 11/28/2003, where it was decided to remove the time requirements from the Zoning Requirements. The original zoning draft did have an automatic expiration date for any permit if work is not started within 2 years.  The Planning Commission received some adverse comments on this provision at one of the public hearings and removed it as a result. 

New Business

Anne will invite a senior high school student, who has completed a senior project on Kent’s Corner, to a future meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 9:05
