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SELECTBOARD MEETING

September 12, 2005







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Dick Rouelle, Andy Shapiro, Dot Naylor, Dave Parah, Bob Cleary, Rick Barstow, Ty Rolland and Rose Pelchuck.  

Absent: Heather Shouldice was out of town on business.

Actions:


Approval of the August 29th Meeting Minutes - Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


East Montpelier Volunteer Fire Department Facilities Steering Committee Report - As EMFD Fire Chief, John Audy, stated at the August 30, 2004 Selectboard meeting, the Department was forming a steering committee to devise a needs assessment looking at options to replace Station 2 and would like two people from Calais on the committee.  At the November 8, 2004 Selectboard meeting, Bob Cleary and Dave Parah were appointed to represent Calais on this committee.  

     Andy Shapiro, Facilities Steering Committee Chair, reported the findings of the committee in Diana Chace’s absence.  (Diana is on her way to the Gulf Coast to render assistance to those affected by Hurricane Katrina.) Andy outlined the present health and safety issues, space limitations, septic and parking issues with both Station 1 on Templeton Road and Station 2 on Route 14 in East Montpelier village.  The committee looked at various ways to meet the needs of the Department.  Some committee members toured the newly built fire stations in Derby Line and Barnet.  Ty Rolland, EMFD & Committee Member, offered further explanation and comparison of these two new fire stations, one includes state of the art technology and the other does not.   Ty stated the goal should be to build to meet current needs and codes and the needs for the next 20 or 30 years.  

     Andy Shapiro reported the committee came up with three options:

1. Build a new primary station in East Montpelier village plus very limited improvements to Station 1 on Templeton Road

2. Maintain the center of operations at the Templeton Road station plus build a new facility in East Montpelier village

3. Build one new single station and consolidate functions and service to a single station

He went on to discuss land availability for a new station and the need to develop cost designs (architectural feasibility study) by a professional cost estimator. The cost for a new station would be in the neighborhood of one million dollars.  Although some federal money is available, Ty Rolland went on to explain that it often comes with regulatory ties.  In some cases, it may not be worth pursuing it.  Ty Rolland stated the EMFD does not have funds at present to begin the design process.  A possible timeline was discussed, three year minimum for construction.  

A joint meeting of the Calais and East Montpelier Selectboards will be held on Monday, 

September 26, 2005 at 6:30pm in the Calais Town Hall to discuss this matter.


Appoint new E-911 Coordinator – John McCullough expressed interest in serving the town as the E-911 Coordinator.  Paul Hannan made a motion to appoint John McCullough to this position.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Curb Cut Permit Request – The Selectboard received a Curb Cut Application from for a new access on Still Brook Road.  Since the Road Commissioner, Don Singleton, has not yet inspected the area, the Selectboard agreed to table it until the next meeting.


Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. Right of Way Request – The Electric Co-op has requested permission to install new poles in the Town Right of Way to service a new customer on Max Gray Road.  The Selectboard discussed the request and reviewed the design map.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the request as submitted.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Selectboard Policy on Town’s Website Contents – The Selectboard continued discussion on revising the policy for contents on the Town’s website since Nedene Martin, Webmaster, has received requests from groups in town to post information on the website.  Nedene Martin distributed copies of the proposed language for inclusion in the policy; it reads as follows:

Other public information that a Town board commission, committee, subcommittee or elected or appointed official (such as the Town Clerk, Zoning Administrator, chair of a committee, etc.) requests to have made available on the Town website or linked to from the Town website.  Information shall be provided to the Webmaster in electronic format.  The Webmaster shall review the material for technical feasibility to put on the site and for appropriateness.  If the Webmaster is in doubt about the material’s appropriateness, the request may be presented to the full Selectboard for a decision.  Any decision of the Webmaster may be appealed by a Calais citizen or public official to the full Selectboard.

Paul Hannan made a motion to approve this language be added as an amendment to the current Town of Calais Website Contents Policy.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Class 4 Road Update – At the last Selectboard meeting, Paul Hannan was given the authority to call Paul Giuliani or Gloria Rice about the legal aspects of granting someone permission to erect a temporary barrier on a Class 4 road.  Paul distributed copies of The Vermont Statutes, Title 19: Highways, Chapter 3: Town Highways to those present, calling attention to the definition of a “Pent road”.  The definition reads: pent road is any town highway which, by written allowance of the selectmen, is enclosed and occupied by the adjoining landowner with unlocked stiles, gates and bars in such places as the selectmen designate.  In part, under duties of the selectmen it reads: It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Selectboard of the town to, or acting as a board, it shall have the authority to: grant permission to enclose pent roads and trails by the owner of the land during any part of the year, by erecting stiles, unlocked gates and bars in the places designated and to make regulations governing the use of pent roads and trails and to establish penalties not to exceed $50.00 for noncompliance.  Permission shall be in writing and recorded in the Town Clerk’s Office.  The Selectboard discussed this agreed to have Paul come back with a draft proposal.


Other Business – Cy Lamberton reported the Moscow Mills Bridge might not have to be closed for concrete resurfacing as previously reported.  So far, the concrete deck looks good and Cy hopes to instead have the contractor install a waterproof membrane covered with asphalt.  This will cost about $2,000.00 more.  Cy has been in touch with the State AOT about additional funding and they requested a letter outlining the scope of what needs to be done on the bridge and the associated cost overruns.  Paul Hannan made a motion to grant Cy Lamberton the authority to investigate further funding opportunities with the State AOT with regard to the Moscow Mills Bridge repairs.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Cy also reported that State AOT Engineers would inspect the Moscow Woods Road on Wednesday, September 14, 2005 from the Casella depot down to the East Calais Post Office.  As Don Singleton reported at the last meeting, the road and guardrails keep sinking and is estimated to be about 18” lower than usual.  The road has a posted weight limit of 10,000 pounds.

After discussing utilities communications with Washington Electric Co-op, Inc., Cy Lamberton discovered that notices are sent to Verizon when new power poles are installed and Verizon can change over service.  


Tentative Agenda Items for the September 26th Meeting

· EMFD Facilities Steering Committee Report Discussion with the East Montpelier Selectboard at 6:30pm

· Curb Cut Application on Still Brook Road

· Pent Road Statement

Paul Hannan made a motion to adjourn at 8:32pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

