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SELECTBOARD MEETING

September 26, 2005




                                     6:30pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Dick Rouelle, Dot Naylor, Josh Larkin, Bill Porter, Ruth Porter, Don Singleton, John Audy, Jr., Rick Barstow, Diana Chace, Andy Shapiro, Tom Brazier, Edith Miller and Rose Pelchuck.

The regular Calais Selectboard meeting was preceded this evening by a joint meeting of the East Montpelier and Calais Selectboards to discuss the East Montpelier Fire Department (EMFD) Facilities Steering Committee Report dated August 22, 2005.  Bob Withey, Chair, welcomed Tom Brazier and Edith Miller, East Montpelier Selectboard members, and remarked on the purpose of this joint meeting.  The Selectboards came together to discuss preliminary information from the EMFD Facilities Steering Committee Report, become familiar with the current situation and come up with possible solutions.

Federal monies and other sources of income need to be investigated, as well as other what other community uses can be rolled into this project.  Tom Brazier raised the issue of having a senior center in the building.  Perhaps Barre Town Ambulance would keep a vehicle in the new building.  John Audy, EMFD Chief, informed the Selectboards that it is imperative that EMFD have two stations to cover the service area of both towns effectively stating “it would jeopardize service if the towns decided to go down to just one fire station”.  Paul Hannan raised the possibility of using a consultant who has done this type of work before for other fire departments.  Land availability was discussed and both Diana Chace and Edith Miller said there is land available in East Montpelier village.  John Audy requested a formal statement from both Selectboards detailing how they would like the Steering Committee to proceed.  

Edith Miller agrees the Steering Committee needs to solidify land options, follow up on funding sources, check with other towns to get any “tips” and talk to Barre Town Ambulance about the possibility of renting a bay at a new station.  Edith Miller will draft a request per John Audy and send it to the Calais Selectboard for approval.  Bob Withey summarized by recognizing there is a need and more work needs to be done by the committee.  The committee is vital for both our communities.

Actions:

Call to Order – Bob Withey, Chair, called the regular meeting of the Calais Selectboard to order at 7:35pm.


Approval of the September 12, 2005 Meeting Minutes – Cy Lamberton noted on page 2, Other Business, line 3, the repairs on the Moscow Mills Bridge will cost $3,000.00 more (not $2,000.00).  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Curb Cut Permit Request – Jeffery Salvador and Michelle Seamans submitted an application for an access on Still Brook Road TH 52.  Don Singleton reported the bridge on TH 52 is posted for 18,000 lbs. weight limit and they will have trouble getting heavy trucks (well drillers, etc.) up there to do work.  Small 6-wheel dumps are okay to cross the bridge.  The access area will have to be raised up about 20 feet.  Culverts will have to be installed on the driveway.  Cy concurred with Don’s findings.  

Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the Curb Cut Permit with the following conditions:

1. Applicants must review the Class 4 Road Policy

2. Applicants will construct a 20 foot flat approach area to meet the road

3. Note the 18,000 lb. weight limit for trucks on the road and bridge
4. Contact Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, prior to commencing work on the access
The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-1.  Nedene Martin voted against the motion.


Class 4 Road Update re: Temporary Road Closure – Paul Hannan distributed a proposed Pent Road Agreement from Gloria K. Rice, Esq. dated September 22, 2005.  Paul provided most of the text and Gloria added the legalese.  Paul discussed the proposed agreement with the landowner’s caretaker and he did not see anything wrong with the possible exception of paying the legal fees incurred.  The agreement would be for one-year duration.  Bob Withey will put this on the next agenda.


Other Business – (a.) Cy Lamberton presented the Selectboard with the complete the application to the State AOT for additional funding for repairs on the Moscow Mills Bridge.  Cy seems hopeful to receive close to $3,000.00 for the repairs.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to submit the amendment for a Highway Structure Grant application to the State AOT for TH 57, Bridge 27.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Cy Lamberton also reported a State AOT Engineer and District 6 representative inspected Moscow Woods Road as the Town requested.  They outlined the steps the Town should take, including test borings and monitoring of the road.  Cy noted the Town could get up to $150,000.00 (80% state grant funds and 20% the Town would have to pay) to fix the road.  Don Singleton reported the school buses no longer use that road.  Bob Withey will put this on the next agenda.  

(b.) Curtis Pond Dam Engineer’s Report Update – Paul Hannan distributed an email correspondence from Morris Root.  Morris Root will try to get the report finished by next month, October.  Gary Root and Morris Root recently measured the vertical profile of the dam at several locations.  Morris concluded the stonewall holding earth fill has been shoved about 12”.  The stone work in the spillway, where there is constant flow, has not been moved and remains plumb.

(c.) Bob Withey reported the Town received notification from the Washington County Sheriff’s Department of a mileage rate increase of $0.08 due to high fuel costs.

(d.) Paul Hannan and Cy Lamberton took a “road trip” up Woodbury Mountain Road and found concrete blocks in the road at the town line.  It appears somebody, probably ATV drivers, used stone from a nearby old stone wall and made a ramp up to the concrete blocks to continue accessing the road.

(e.) Cy Lamberton reported the Town should switch to Suburban Propane for the Town Hall since that is the propane company used at the Town Office Building.  The Selectboard agreed.

(f.) Bob Withey notified those in attendance to contact Cy Lamberton for items to be put on the next agenda since he will be unavailable.


Tentative Agenda Items for the October 10h Meeting

· East Montpelier Fire Department Contract for services
· Action on TH 8 re: temporary road closure (Pent Road)
· Action on repairs to Moscow Woods Road
Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 8:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
