Calais Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

August 2, 2005

Present: Rich Quelch, Peter Harvey, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Jack Russell, Gary Root, Rhonda Shippee and Anne Winchester.

Non-member attendant: Dot Naylor

Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm. 

Transportation Sub-Committee Report


Denise reported on the progress of the sub-committee and handed out the sub-committee’s first deliverable. The documents delivered were an overview of the sub-committee’s findings from the Zoning Regulations and from the Town Plan. An Excel spreadsheet outlined each reference and explained the significance of the content. 

The second document was a list of each area, from the Zoning Regulations and the Town Plan, showing each section that is relevant to transportation. This document lists the section in which each excerpt was taken from.

Denise reported that the sub-committee expects to have something for the Selectboard by the end of the month and expects to have their recommendations to the Planning Commission for the next meeting.
Telecommunication Amendment Report
Scott reported that the sub-committee’s work is not yet complete but he did report that Anne had created a comparison document. Anne’s document compared the differences between the VLTC Model and Calais’s telecommunication’s existing regulations. Anne pointed out that the VLTC is an ordinance and the Calais information is from Calais’s Zoning Regulations. 
Zoning Administrator Questions


Dot came to the meeting with copies of a draft of the proposed new Town of Calais Zoning Permit Application. There was some discussion and recommendations, on some of the areas within the permit, such as:
1) Linier feet for Road Frontage
2) Spelling and grammar corrections in section G
3) A change in wording for Denial of application pending:
Dot agreed to make the suggested changes and will deliver back to the Planning
Commission. Jack mentioned showing a copy to the Selectboard and to the Conservation Commission. 

Dot’s additional questions:

1) Should the fee be the same for a minor subdivision and a major subdivision?
a. The Planning Commission asked Dot to review for one year and to then make a recommendation to the Planning Commission.

2) Should there be a time limit for a permit?

a.  It was believed to be in the Zoning Regulations. (Added to the “To Do” list.)
3) Dot had a question concerning a permit application, making reference to an unrecognized road name.
a. The Planning Commission recommends a site visit to verify the exact location of the proposed construction.
Minutes Review

The minutes of our previous meeting were reviewed and accepted by all present members, with the condition of several changes. Changes included:
1) Approving minutes by vote of PC, rather then by Chair
2) Including the name of the Town’s Revised Model Telecommunications Facilities Ordinance
3) Change “we” to “the members of the sub-committee”
Meeting adjourned at 8:28
